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Mass,  lesbians  slain 
in  Caribbean 

Therapist  couple  attacked  on  beach ,  motive 
unknown 


By  Judy  Harris 

ANGUILLA,  British  West  Indies  —  Mar¬ 
tha  Alsup,  38,  and  Susan  Galvin,  40,  a  les¬ 
bian  couple  who  lived  in  Watertown,  Mass., 
were  bludgeoned  and  stabbed  to  death  Nov. 
28  while  vacationing  on  the  island  of 
Anguilla  in  the  British  West  Indies.  There  is 
no  evidence  at  this  time  that  the  women  were 
murdered  because  they  were  lesbians.  Nor  is 
there  evidence  they  were  sexually  assaulted. 

A  developmentally  disabled  17-year-old 
man  was  apprehended  with  both  victims’ 
handbags  shortly  after  their  bodies  were 
discovered  and  has  confessed  to  the 
murders,  according  to  a  number  of  sources. 

Although  his  name  has  not  been  released 
to  the  press,  Anguillan  sources  told  GCN 
the  man  in  custody  was  arrested  earlier  this 
year  for  raping  and  physically  brutalizing  an 
American  woman  who  is  scheduled  to 
return  to  the  island  in  January  for  the  trial. 
After  his  arrest  for  the  rape,  the  youth’s 
family  posted  bail  immediately  and  has 
reportedly  denied  accusations  that  he  is 
emotionally  unstable  or  prone  to  violence. 

Many  lesbians  in  the  Boston  area  have  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  the  mainstream 
media’s  avoidance  of  any  explicit  mention 
of  Alsup  and  Galvin’s  lesbianism  may  in¬ 
dicate  a  refusal  to  acknowledge  and  in¬ 
vestigate  the  possible  link  between  their  les¬ 
bianism  and  the  motive  of  the  murderer. 
However,  Anguillan  residents  are  doubtful 
the  young  man  —  who  is  known  throughout 
the  island  whose  population  is  7,000  —  had 
any  way  of  knowing  Alsup  and  Galvin  were 
a  couple. 

Joseph  “Norris”  Payne,  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Anguilla,  spoke  briefly  with  GCN 
but  refused  to  comment  on  the  nature  of  the 
investigation  of  the  double  slaying. 

Clive  Smith,  43,  an  Anguillan  construc¬ 


tion  worker  who  found  the  bodies  Nov.  29 
on  an  isolated  beach  at  Windward  Point  on 
the  island’s  east  coast,  told  the  Boston 
Globe  the  bodies  were  lying  head  to  toe,  one 
face  up,  the  other  face  down.  Both  Alsup 
and  Galvin  were  wearing  bathing  suits  and, 
according  to  Smith,  there  was  no  evidence 
that  either’s  suit  had  been  tampered  with. 

Payne  made  no  comment  on  the  autop¬ 
sies’  findings  before  press  time.  But  a 
woman  who  lives  in  Anguilla  who  spoke 
with  Payne  said  he  told  her  the  bodies  were 
so  badly  smashed  with  stones  that  stab 
wounds  were  not  immediately  visible. 

According  to  the  couple’s  friends,  they 
were  both  dedicated,  caring  psychothera¬ 
pists  who  were  going  away  to  get  a  break 
from  their  exhausting  schedules.  Both 
women  worked  extensively  with  lesbian  sur¬ 
vivors  of  child  abuse. 

Lesli  Gordon,  a  friend  of  Alsup  and 
Galvin  as  well  as  their  travel  agent, 
described  Anguilla  as  “very  racially  in¬ 
tegrated  and  very  friendly.”  Gordon  added, 
“I  send  a  lot  of  dykes  there  because  it’s  one 
of  the  few  places  in  the  Caribbean  where 
they  can  be  out  and  nobody  cares  and 
bothers  them.” 

Both  women  were  well  known  and 
respected  in  the  lesbian  therapist  community 
and  in  Watertown  where  they  made  their 
home  together  for  the  past  eight  years. 
Several  gatherings  —  support  groups  for 
their  clients  and  informal  memorial  services 
—  were  held  on  Nov.  30.  An  open  house  for 
clients  and  others  who  knew  them  profes¬ 
sionally  will  be  held  at  Cambridge  Therapy 
Associates,  1878  Massachusetts  Avenue,  oa 
Dec.  3  at  2:00. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


ACT  UP/NY  invites  itself 
to  closed  AIDS  meeting 

Activists  criticize  lack  of  outreach,  failure  of  health 
officials  to  move  on  Presidential  Commission 
recommendations 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services’  (HHS)  plans 
to  hold  an  invitation-only  U.S.  Health  Sum¬ 
mit  Conference  on  HIV  Infection  for 
federal,  state  and  municipal  health  officials 
went  awry  when  ACT  UP/New  York 
demanded  to  be  included  in  the  Nov.  28-29 
event.  The  conference  was  planned  to 
develop  a  consensus  among  health  officials 
on  adopting  the  recommendations  of  the 
Presidential  Commission  on  HIV  issued  last 
June.  After  a  series  of  negotiations  between 
the  HHS  and  ACT  UP  member  Bill 
Bahlman,  six  members  of  ACT  UP  were 
allowed  to  participate.  ACT  UP  distributed 
a  flier  titled  “U.S.  Health  Conference  On 


HIV  Infection  Offers  No  Hope  For  People 
With  AIDS”  along  with  a  list  of  demands 
for  taking  action  to  end  the  health  crisis  to 
the  over  200  health  officials  at  the  con¬ 
ference. 

“It’s  just  one  more  delay,”  Bahlman  told 
GCN.  “One  more  roundtable  discussion  of 
what  to  do  instead  of  moving  ahead.  We 
were  appalled  that  they  failed  to  do  outreach 
to  affected  communities.  We  had  to  remind 
them  that  the  gay  community  was  the  first  to 
respond  to  AIDS.”  The  conference,  held  at 
the  J.W.  Marriot  Hotel  included  speeches 
by:  Anthony  Fauci,  director  of  National  In¬ 
stitute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases 
Continued  on  page  6 
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AIDS-related  insurance 
suits  on  the  rise 

National  Gay  Rights  Advocates  wins  settlement,  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  sues  local  carrier 


By  Chris  Bull 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Two  important 
AIDS-related  insurance  cases  illustrate  the 
growing  difficulties  many  gay  men  face 
receiving  health,  life  and  disability  in¬ 
surance.  On  Nov.  16,  National  Gay  Rights 
Advocates  (NGRA)  announced  that 
HealthAmerica,  a  California  health 
maintenance  organization  (HMO)  agreed 
to  pay  $250,000  to  settle  an  AIDS 
discrimination  suit.  HealthAmerica  was 
secretly  rejecting  all  San  Francisco  residents 
in  an  effort  to  avoid  AIDS-related  medical 
expenses.  In  Boston,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD)  Nov.  17  fil¬ 
ed  suit  against  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  In¬ 
surance  Company  for  alleged  insurance 
fraud  and  unauthorized  HIV  testing. 
Dozens  of  other  AIDS-related  insurance 
cases  are  currently  being  litigated  around  the 
country. 

From  denying  insurance  to  all  applicants 
from  heavily  gay  areas  —  known  as  redlining 
—  to  requiring  HIV  antibody  testing  for 
coverage,  insurance  companies  have  made  it 
all  but  impossible  for  many  gay  men  to 
receive  individual  insurance  coverage,  accor¬ 
ding  to  AIDS  activists.  So  far,  group  in¬ 
surance  coverage  has  not  been  affected. 
Laws  protecting  individuals  from  insurance 
discrimination  are  few  and  are  difficult  to 
enforce,  activists  told  GCN. 

Stephen  Beck,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Association  of  People  With  AIDS, 
said  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  are  especial¬ 
ly  hard  hit  by  the  irresponsibility  of  in¬ 
surance  companies.  “We  have  only  anec¬ 
dotal  evidence  but  many  of  our  members 
have  run  into  trouble  with  insurance,”  said 
Beck.  He  said  that  even  when  PWAs  have 
insurance,  companies  often  deny  claims  for 
reimbursement  for  AZT  and  other  AIDS 
drugs.  He  pointed  out  that  many  uninsured 
PWAs  must  “spend  down”  their  savings 
before  they  are  eligible  for  Medicare 
coverage. 


NGRA’s  Schatz  said  residents  of  San 
Francisco’s  Castro  and  other  gay 
neighborhoods  are  finding  insurance  dif¬ 
ficult  to  come  by.  “Almost  everyone  has 
some  medical  problem  in  their  history  that 
companies  can  use  as  an  excuse  for  rejec¬ 
tion,”  said  Schatz.  He  blamed  the  insurance 
industry  for  “an  appalling  level  of  ig¬ 
norance”  about  AIDS  that  bears  little  rela¬ 
tion  to  actual  medical  expenses  for  the  com¬ 
panies. 

Schatz  said  strong  laws  protecting  in¬ 
dividuals  from  arbitrary  insurance  practices 
are  lacking  in  California  and  around  the 
country.  HealthAmerica,  he  said,  was  a  par¬ 
ticularly  blatant  example  of  widespread 
abuses  by  the  insurance  industry.  The  case 
came  to  NGRA’s  attention  when  former 
HealthAmerica  employee  Joanna  Baugh 
told  NGRA  that  a  company  supervisor  told 
her  to  take  all  San  Francisco  applicants  and 
hide  them  in  her  drawer.  These  applicants 
were  then  sent  rejection  letters  indicating 
that  they  had  been  turned  down  for  medical 
reasons. 

People  who  are  arbitrarily  denied  health 
insurance  must  fight  back,  said  Schatz. 
“We  must  follow  up  and  be  pushy.  People 
denied  insurance  must  not  take  it  lying 
down.  They  should  ask  for  a  specific  ex¬ 
planation  of  why  they  have  been  denied. 
Often  the  companies  will  back  down.” 
Schatz  said  the  HealthAmerica  case  offers 
some  hope  that  insurance  company  abuses 
can  at  least  be  limited.  “Our  success  in  this 
case  sends  a  strong  message  to  HMOs  and 
insurance  companies  across  the  country. 
The  health  care  industry  cannot  avoid  the 
costs  of  AIDS  through  scapegoating  and 
stereotyping.  The  lesson  of  this  case  is  a  sim¬ 
ple  one  —  when  panic  and  prejudice  become 
the  basis  for  corporate  AIDS  policy,  the 
policy-makers  will  eventually  pay  the 
price.”  As  part  of  the  settlement. 
Continued  on  page  1 3 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“RU  486  [a  drug  that  can  induce  abor¬ 
tion]  will  now  be  available  to  women  in 
France  and  China,  but  their  American 
sisters  may  have  to  wait  for  some  time.  Poll 
after  poll  shows  that  the  majority  of 
Americans  support  women’s  right  to  choose 
abortion,  but  antiabortionists  continue  to 
impede  the  exercise  of  that  right.  In  this 
climate,  American  drug  companies  are 
especially  sensitive  to  the  threats  of  a 
disciplined  minority,  and  there  is  no 
Minister  of  Health  to  remind  them  of  the 
public  interest.  Pro-choice  Americans  must 
learn  from  AIDS  activists  like  the  members 
of  ACT-UP  how  to  pressure  pharmaceutical 
companies  and  the  F.D.  A.  If  we  don’t  do  it, 
no  one  will.” 

—  From  an  editorial  in  The  Nation, 
Nov.  21,  1988. 


Gay  academic  group 
to  begin  in  Boston 

BOSTON  —  A  gay  academic  study  group 
is  being  formed  to  initiate  discussion  of 
issues  in  gay  studies  within  the  gay  academic 
community  in  the  greater  Boston  area. 

The  group  will  begin  meeting  early  in  1989 
and  will  operate  using  the  format  of  a  dis¬ 
cussion  class.  There  will  be  a  syllabus  of 
readings  designed  to  inspire  discussion 
about  a  wide  range  of  gay  issues. 

Edward  Stein  and  Isaac  Jackson,  two 
graduate  students  at  the  Massachusetts  In¬ 
stitute  of  Technology  (MIT),  have  started 
planning  for  the  group  with  the  assistance  of 
MIT  Professor  David  Halpern.  Volunteers 
are  needed  to  plan  the  curriculum.  An  infor¬ 
mal  curriculum  and  brainstorming  meeting 
will  be  held  in  December.  If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  participating  in  the  first  meeting, 
please  contact  Isaac  Jackson  at  (617) 
621-2919  or  Ed  Stein  at  (617)  547-9487,  12 
Creighton  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 
Also,  if  you  just  want  to  be  informed  of  the 
details  of  the  course,  you  may  contact  the 
group  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  list. 

□  Isaac  Jackson  and  Ed  Stein 

Public  Health  Assoc. 


As  part  of  GCN ’s  efforts  to  increase  its 
coverage  of  AIDS  medical  and  treatment 
issues,  we  plan  to  regularly  publish  “ AIDS 
Treatment  Notes.  ’’Most  of  the  information 
here  comes  from  newsletters  written  and 
published  by  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs), 
people  with  ARC  (PWARCs)  and  other 
AIDS  activists. 

Many  of  these  newsletters  print  dis¬ 
claimers  withholding  their  endorsement 
from  any  particular  treatment  options.  Like 
these  other  sources,  GCN  provides  medical 
information  to  encourage  discussion  about 
the  politics  of  health  and  medicine  and  to 
help  people  make  persona!  decisions  about 
AIDS  treatments.  We  do  not  endorse  any 
specific  treatment  or  study. 

Some  Chinese  herbs 
may  inhibit  HIV 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  a  study  of  27 
herbs  reputed  in  ancient  Chinese  folklore  to 
have  anti-infective  properties,  extracts  from 
five  of  the  herbs  were  found  to  inhibit  HIV 
in  laboratory  cells  by  97  to  100  percent. 
(HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a 
cause  of  AIDS.)  These  herbs  are:  Arcticum 
lappa  L.,  Viola  yedoensis,  Andrographis 
paniculata,  Lithosperum  erythrorhizon, 
and  Alternanthera  philoxeroides.  Six  others 
consistently  reduced  the  percentage  of 
antigen-positive  cells  in  the  cell  cultures: 
Epimedium  grandiflorum,  Lonicera  japoni- 
ca,  Woodwardia  unigemmata,  Senecio 
scandens,  Coptis  chinensis,  and  Prunella 
vulgaris. 

Although  the  high  concentration  of  the 
extracts  in  the  labaratory  cultures  could  pro¬ 
bably  not  be  achieved  in  the  human  body, 
the  researchers  in  this  study  concluded  that 
‘‘further  evaluation  of  V.  yedoensis  and 
perhaps  other  herbs  as  anti-HIV  drugs  is  in¬ 
dicated.  The  next  phase... is  the  purification 
and  identification  of  the  anti-HIV  com¬ 
pounds....”  However,  isolation  of  the  ac¬ 
tive  chemicals  in  the  herbs  is  an  unlikely  pro¬ 
spect,  requiring  years  of  research  and  a 
lengthy  drug  approval  process.  An  alter¬ 
native  suggested  by  John  S.  James,  editor  of 
AIDS  Treatment  News,  is  “to  test  the  herbs 
themselves,  with  the  help  of  herbalists 
familiar  with  them.  Such  a  trial  might  be 
done  through  a  community-based  research 
organization....”  This  approach  has  recent¬ 
ly  been  undertaken  by  Keith  Barton,  a  phys¬ 
ician  in  Berkeley,  California,  who  is  also  a 
certified  acupunturist  trained  in  Chinese 
herbal  medicine. 

Meanwhile,  for  those  who  try  herbs  on 
their  own,  James  cautions,  “Anyone  trying 
herbs  should  at  least  check  with  herbalists, 
physicians,  or  other  experts  about  dosage, 
precautions,  and  any  other  information  on 
how  to  use  them  safely.” 

For  more  information:  Chang,  R.S., 
Yeung,  H.W.  Inhibition  of  growth  of 
human  immunodeficiency  virus  in  vitro  by 
crude  extracts  of  Chinese  medicinal  herbs. 
Antiviral  Research,  9  (1988)  163-176. 

James,  John  S.  Chinese  herbs  screened 
for  anti-HIV  activity.  AIDS  Treatment 
News,  61  (7/29/88). 

Chinese  herbs  show  early  result;  model 
for  community  trials?  AIDS  Treatment 
News,  65  (9/23/88). 

Send  SASE  to:  Keith  Barton,  M.D.,  3099 
Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94075.  For 
information  on  obtaining  Viola  yedoensis  in 
the  Boston  area,  call  Bob  Malchodi,  the 
wellness  coordinator  at  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  (617)  437-6200,  ext.  261. 

□  Ray  Schmidt 

Flu  vaccines 
recommended  for 
antibody  positive 
individuals 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Oct.  20  issue  of 
Treatment  Issugs  presents  evidence  sug¬ 
gesting  that  all  people  who  are  HIV  anti¬ 
body-positive  should  receive  the 
pneumococcal  and  influenza  vaccines.  The 
report  presents  the  results  of  studies  of  both 
vaccines  in  HIV  antibody-positive  in¬ 
dividuals. 

Two  questions  raised  in  the  report  are 
whether  either  vaccine  could  actually  ac¬ 
celerate  the  course  of  HIV  infection  by 
stimulating  the  immune  system  or  whether  a 
person  with  AIDS  would  be  unable  to 
mount  the  desired  immune  response  to 
either  vaccine.  Although  more  research 


needs  to  be  done  on  both  questions,  prelimi¬ 
nary  evidence  presented  suggests  that 
neither  vaccine  accelerates  HIV  infection. 
Although  some  studies  found 
“suboptimal”  responses  to  the  vaccines  in 
some  HIV  antibody-positive  individuals, 
other  researchers  have  reported  “good  anti¬ 
body  responses.” 

What  remains  to  be  resolved  is  whether 
the  immune  responses  elicited  by  the  vac¬ 
cines  actually  lower  the  risk  of  a  person  who 
is  HIV  antibody-positive  getting  pneumo¬ 
coccal  pneumonia  or  influenza.  The  report 
in  Treatment  Issues  suggests  that  PWAs  get 
the  pneumococcal  vaccine  yearly  (usually 
this  vaccine  is  administered  once  in  a 
lifetime).  The  influenza  vaccine  is  always 
administered  yearly.  The  report  adds: 
“Despited  the  possible  limitations  in  the  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  vaccines  in  HIV-infected  in¬ 
dividuals,  they  should  nonetheless  seek 
whatever  protection  the  vaccine  can  offer  by 
contacting  their  physician.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

CDC  releases  new 
recommendations 
for  syphilis,  HIV 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Division  of  Sexually 
Transmitted  Diseases  at  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  has  indicated  that 
tests  for  syphilis  are  not  accurate  in  people 
“coinfected  with  HIV,”  according  to  the 
New  York  Native,  which  reported  on  the 
phenomenon  in  1987.  HIV  is  a  virus  thought 
by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS. 

New  recommendations  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  for  syphilis  in  “HIV- 
infected”  people  were  released  by  the 
CDC  in  March,  and  the  testing  inaccuracy 
was  reported  in  CDC  publications  in  Oc¬ 
tober. 

The  syphilis-AIDS  connection  was  first 
reported  in  the  Native  on  Feb.  16,  1987.  The 
Native  reported  a  study  by  Dr.  Steven 
Caiazza  of  New  York  and  Klaus-Uwe  Diereg 
and  Urban  Waldthaler  of  West  Germany  in 
which  20  autopsies  of  people  who  had  died 
of  AIDS  showed  all  20  infected  with  syphil¬ 
is.  Only  five  had  been  diagnosed  with 
syphilis  while  alive.  A  week  later,  the  Native 
published  a  letter  from  Caiazza  to  the 
American  Medical  Association  in  which 
Caiazza  pointed  out  the  testing  inaccuracy. 

The  CDC  recommendations  emphasized 
the  alarming  rate  at  which  a  person  infected 
with  both  organisms  can  progress  to  an  ad¬ 
vanced  state  of  neurosyphilis.  The  progres¬ 
sion  of  syphilis  to  neurosyphilis  usually 
takes  30  to  40  years,  but  in  a  “coninfected 
person”  it  can  occur  in  six  to  nine  months. 

The  CDC  recommended  syphilis  tests  for 
HIV-positive  individuals,  and  HIV  antibody 
tests  for  “all  sexually  active  persons  with 
syphilis.”  The  CDC  also  recommeded  the 
use  of  treponemal  tests  (direct  tests  that 
show  the  presence  of  the  bacteria  that  causes 
syphilis)  when  serologic  (indirect,  antibody) 
tests  are  negative.  The  CDC  also  recom¬ 
mended  that  neurosyphilis  be  considered  in 
the  differential  diagnosis  of  neurological 
disease  in  “HIV-infected”  persons. 

In  addition,  the  CDC  established  new 
research  priorities  for  syphilis,  including 
establishment  of  a  surveillance  system  to: 
“detect  complications  of  syphilis,  especially 
neurosyphilis”;  establish  the  importance  of 
central  nervous  system  involvment  in  early 
syphilis;  and  create  better  laboratory 
methods  for  detecting  the  bacterial  agent 
that  causes  syphilis,  Treponema  pallidum. 

□  John  Dooley 

HIV  transmission 
study  for  lesbians 

NEW  YORK  —  A  research  study  of  HIV 
transmission  conducted  at  the  New  York 
University  Medical  Center  is  seeking  the 
participation  of  lesbians.  Lesbians  in¬ 
terested  in  participating  in  the  study  do  not 
need  to  be  tested  for  HIV  to  be  included. 

The  research  involves  pre-test  counseling 
with  a  lesbian  counselor,  risk  reduction  foi 
lesbians,  an  explanation  of  the  HIV  anti¬ 
body  test,  and  a  discussion  of  the  partici¬ 
pant’s  personal  pros  and  cons  about  taking 
the  test.  If  the  participant  decides  to  take  the 
test,  she  will  be  asked  to  fill  out  a  research 
questionnaire.  All  information  is  confiden¬ 
tial  and  can  be  anonymous,  and  follow-up 
counseling  is  available. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Anthology  of 
feminist 
perspectives  on 
racism 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press  calls  for  submissions 
for  their  new  anthology,  The  Third  Wave: 
Feminist  Perspectives  on  Racism.  Editors 
Norma  Alarcon,  Jacqui  Alexander,  Sharon 
Day,  Lisa  Albrecht,  and  Mab  Segrest  say, 
“We  have  all  been  witnesses  to  an  un¬ 
precedented  resurgence  of  racism  with  its 
national  and  global  implications.  As  we 
enter  the  1990s,  given  the  climate,  we  believe 
now  .  is  the  time  to  further  expand  our 
analyses  of  the  politics  of  oppression.  To 
eliminate  white  supremacy,  we  must  also 
recognize  the  powerful  impact  of  sexism, 
heterosexism,  anti-semitism  and  class  upon 
us  all.  With  our  focus  on  racism,  we  want  to 
create  a  transformative  feminist  theory  and 
practice  that  empowers  all  the  world’s 
peoples.” 

Submissions  are  encouraged  on  topics  in¬ 
cluding  but  not  limited  to  the  following: 

•  dialogues  among  diverse  women  of  col¬ 
or  on  the  differential  effects  of  racism 

•  racism  and  its  connections  to  misogyny, 
anti-semitism,  class  and  homophobia 

•  historical  analyses  and  contemporary 
manifestations  of  racism 

•  dialogues  among  white  women  regar¬ 
ding  the  elimination  of  white  supremacy 

•  coalition  politics  between  women  of 
color  and  white  women 

•  explorations  of  how  racial  identities  are 
shaped  by  culture 

The  new  deadline  for  submissions  is  Jan. 
31,  1989.  Maximum  length  is  25-30  pages, 
double-spaced.  Send  five  copies  to  Sharon 
Day,  444  Lafayette  Rd.,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
55155. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

Supreme  Court  CD 
handbook  available 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  National 
organizers  of  the  Supreme  Court  Action 
during  the  1987  National  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  an¬ 
nounce  the  availability  of  handbooks  enti¬ 
tled  Out  and  Outraged:  For  Love,  Life  and 
Liberation.  The  67-page  handbooks,  utiliz¬ 
ed  during  the  Supreme  Court  Action,  con¬ 
tain  much  useful  and  still  timely  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  the  history  of  civil  disobe¬ 
dience,  AIDS,  the  lesbian  and  gay  move¬ 
ment,  oppression  in  its  many  forms  and 
issues  surrounding  affinity  group  forma¬ 
tion,  the  risking  of  arrest,  and  other  topics. 

Handbooks  are  available  for  postage 
costs  and  may  be  obtained  by  writing  or  call¬ 
ing:  Eileen  Hansen,  238-A  Castro  Stree,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 14;  (415)  621-5620. 

□  Eileen  Hansen 
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raps  HHS  on  AIDS 

WASHINGTON  —  It  seems  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  aren’t  the  only  ones  denouncing 
AIDS-drug  price  gouging.  The  American 
Public  Health  Association  (APHA)  recently 
petitioned  the  U.S.  Dept,  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  to  stop  giving  pharmaceuti¬ 
cal  companies  exclusive  licensure  for  AIDS 
medicines  that  have  been  developed  by 
government  institutions.  The  Oct. /Nov. 
1988  issue  of  The  Nation’s  Health,  the  of¬ 
ficial  newspaper  of  the  APHA,  reported 
that  the  group  charged  the  government  with 
“giving  away  some  of  these  precious  inven¬ 
tions  to  drug  companies  ...  with  grossly  in¬ 
adequate  controls  over  their  eventual  pric¬ 
ing  and  availability.”  APHA  cited  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  AZT,  “which  had  been  marketed 
for  the  outrageous  price  of  $8-10,000  per 
year  of  treatment,  for  which  the  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  Co.  refused  in  Congressional 
hearings  to  reveal  the  costs  of  production.” 
APHA  urged  the  federal  government  to 
limit  pricing  to  the  cost  of  production  plus  a 
maximal  fixed  fee,  and  requested  re¬ 
quirements  that  products  be  available  on  the 
market  within  a  specified  time. 

□  Stephen  Skuce 

Mass,  rights  bill  dead 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts 
legislature  ended  its  1988  session  six  weeks 
early,  effectively  killing  the  gay  civil  rights 
bill  for  the  sixteenth  consecutive  year.  Many 
lesbian/gay  activists  and  bill  supporters 
given  the  limited  time  left  in  the  session  and 
the  long  history  of  delay  tactics  used  by  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  bill  to  prevent  its  passage  — 
had  already  turned  their  hopes  toward  1989. 

“Frankly,  given  the  rules  for  the  House 
and  Senate,  it  was  already  too  late  for  the 
bill  to  pass  this  year,”  said  Steven  Tierney, 
co-chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Political  Caucus  (MGLPC).  “Their  go¬ 
ing  home  early  does  us  a  favor  because  we 
don’t  have  to  be  up  there  every  day  watching 
to  make  sure  they  don’t  do  anything  nasty 
—  for  instance,  with  a  piece  of  AIDS  legisla¬ 
tion.  This  allows  us  to  go  full  steam  ahead 
and  concentrate  on  the  bills  for  next  year,” 
added  Tierney. 

The  next  session  will  open  in  January,  at 
which  time  all  pending  bills  from  1988  will 
have  to  be  reintroduced.  For  the  seventeenth 
time,  lobbyists  for  the  bill  must  start  at 
square  one  of  the  legislative  maze. 

There  were  certainly  some  benefits  to  the 
legislative  session  closing  early  for  the  first 
time  in  eight  years  —  for  any  legislators  who 
may  have  been  eager  to  do  holiday  shopping 
this  year.  On  top  of  the  time  saved  by  not 
having  to  be  in  session,  Bay  State  lawmakers 
retained  close  to  $900  each  by  deciding  to 
adjourn  early.  By  an  overwhelming  83  per¬ 
cent  margin  Massachusetts  voters  Nov.  8 
repealed  an  annual  pay  increase  —  from 
$30,000  to  $41,000  —  lawmakers  voted  for 
themselves  last  spring.  The  decision  to 
repeal  would  have  taken  effect  Dec.  8  if  the 
legislature  had  remained  in  session.  The  law 
will  now  go  into  effect  Jan.  5,  giving 
legislators  an  extra  month  of  their  higher 
salaries. 

□  Judv  Harris 
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ACT  UP/NY  and  health 
commissioner  tangle  again 


NEW  YORK  —  City  Health  Commissioner  Dr.  Stephen  Joseph  (standing)  responding  to  a  question 
at  a  more  placid  moment  during  his  visit  to  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center  Nov.  22.  Joseph, 
who  has  come  under  sharp  and  persistent  criticism  since  releasing  epidemiological  statistics  which  AIDS 
activists  say  drastically  underestimate  the  number  of  current  and  potential  AIDS  cases  in  New  York  Ci¬ 
ty,  came  to  a  forum  sponsored  by  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  Both  Joseph  and  the 
forum’s  sponsors  said  they  hoped  the  meeting,  and  others  like  it,  would  serve  to  repair  relations  be¬ 
tween  Joseph's  office  and  the  gay  and  AIDS  communities.  ACT  UP/NY  has  doggedly  pursued 
Joseph  in  past  months,  demonstrating  in  and  at  his  office,  at  his  home,  and  at  lectures  and  forums 
throughout  the  city  in  which  Joseph  has  participated.  Joseph  has  retaliated  by  pressing  charges  of 
trespassing  against  some  of  the  demonstrators. 

Joseph  began  the  evening  by  outlining  to  a  tense  and  nearly  completely  hostile  audience  the  future 
trends  in  the  epidemic,  which  he  said  was  moving  away  from  white,  gay  men  in  Manhattan  and 
towards  IV-drug  users  and  their  sex  partners,  most  of  whom  are  Black  and  Latino,  and  who  live  in 
poor  neighborhoods  in  Brooklyn,  Queens,  and  the  Bronx.  The  meeting’s  question  and  answer  period 
quickly  degenerated  into  an  exchange  of  insults  and  accusations,  with  ACT  UP  members  calling  Joseph 
insensitive,  deceitful  and  murderous,  and  Joseph  countering  with  charges  of  harassment,  threats,  lies 
and  stupidity  on  the  part  of  ACT  UP.  Joseph  dismissed  the  suggestion  that  he  resign,  but  repeatedly 
invited  audience  members  to  lobby  Mayor  Koch  for  his  dismissal. 

"You’re  a  liar  and  a  fraud  and  a  self-promoting  demagogue,  and  the  meeting  is  over,"  Joseph  said 
calmly  before  walking  out  of  the  Center  flanked  by  his  two  bodyguards  nearly  two  and  a  half  hours 
after  the  ordeal  had  begun.  He  was  responding  to  an  accusation  that  his  department’s  acceptance  of 
$500,000  from  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  to  investigate  the  validity  of  its  own  epidemiology  is 
tantamount  to  corruption.  The  questioner,  Ortez  Alderson,  who  has  represented  ACT  UP  previously 
at  a  meeting  with  Joseph,  began  his  question  by  comparing  Stephen  Joseph  to  Nazi  torturer  Joseph 
Mengele.  Dr.  Joseph  denied  the  accusation  of  corruption  and  denounced  the  comparison.  There  are 
currently  no  plans  for  another  forum.  □  Andrew  Miller 

Activist  conference 
stresses  inclusivity 

National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  holds  wide  ranging 
skill  building  gathering 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  The  mainstream 
gay  and  lesbian  movement  must  learn  from 
its  own  history  and  heal  itself,  speakers  at  a 
conference  urged  here  as  they  helped  mark 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force’s  fifteenth  anniversary.  The  gay 
struggle  since  1950,  said  historian  John 
D’Emilio,  has  stopped  society  from  conti¬ 
nuing  to  ignore  and  belittle  homosexuals 
and  begun  "dismantling”  its  oppression. 

But  the  movement  has  “mirrored”  socie¬ 
ty’s  treatment  of  homosexuals,  neglecting 
people  of  color  and  poverty  with  pervasive 
class  and  racial  bias,  charged  the  Rev.  Renee 
McCoy,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(NCBLG). 

“We  have  had  an  exclusive,  anemic 
movement  that  had  a  good  rap,  no  rhythm, 
and  no  color,”  McCoy  told  over  200  par¬ 
ticipants  at  NGLTF’s  first  “Creating 
Change”  conference  held  to  help  activists 
Fine-tune  organizing  and  leadership  skills. 

“The  movement  has  spoken  to  the  needs 
of  some  of  the  people  some  of  the  time, 
some  ...  none  of  the  time,  a  few  ...  most  of 
the  time,  and  some  conditionally  all  of  the 
time,”  she  said.  “Our  point  of  departure  in 
formulating  an  inclusive  agenda  must  begin 
with  dismantling  ...  the  rules  which  for  20 
years  ...  have  brought  about  too  little 
change,  growth,  and  empowerment.” 

Former  Task  Force  director  Virginia 
Apuzzo,  now  a  New  York  state  official, 
agreed  that  reform  is  necessary  within  a 
cause  that  expects  larger  social  change.  “We 
are  high  on  the  rhetoric  of  our  diversity  and 
low  on  how  in  fact  it  does  separate  us  — 
Black,  Hispanic,  Asian,  and  white,  male 
and  female,  rich  and  poor...,”  Apuzzo  said. 


In  his  opening  talk,  D’Emilio  drew  on  his 
experience  as  associate  professor  of  history 
at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in 
Greensboro.  He  traced  how  gay  groups 
since  the  1950s  have  “accomplished  a  lot  in 
dismantling  the  structure  of  institutional  op¬ 
pression”  and  urged  continuing  alliances 
with  groups  such  as  Jesse  Jackson’s  Rain¬ 
bow  Coalition  to  “lessen  the  isolation  ... 
from  each  other  that  allowed  stereotypes 
and  misinformation  to  thrive  in  society  ... 
and  weaken  the  forces  of  oppression  that 
stand  against  us.” 

The  three-day  gathering  drew  participants 
from  28  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 
There  were  43  workshops  designed  to  share 
thoughts,  skills,  and  resources  on  topics 
ranging  from  disability  issues  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  direct  action,  lobbying  techni¬ 
ques,  civil  disobedience,  organizing  by  peo¬ 
ple  of  color,  lesbian  leadership,  and  direct 
mail  fundraising.  An  important  priority 
identified  by  Apuzzo  in  her  closing  address 
is  shaping  the  debate  on  family. 

“Seeking  to  secure  spousal  benefits  and 
provide  foster  care,  giving  birth,  calling 
ourself  ‘family,’  is  quite  simply  one  of  the 
most  radical  demands  we  make  on  larger 
society,”  Apuzzo,  the  deputy  director  of  the 
New  York  State  Consumer  Protection 
Board  and  vice  chair  of  the  state  AIDS  Ad¬ 
visory  Council,  said. 

Kate  Sawyer,  from  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  Student  Senate,  told  GCN 
she  enjoyed  exploring  “how  to  create 
change,  literally,  in  one’s  own  life.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  outreach  to  sisters  and  brothers 
in  organizing  against  violence  really  hit 
home  for  me.” 

Continued  on  page  8 


Seattle  anti-abortionists 
thwarted 


Operation  Rescue  spends  morning  trapped  in  church 


By  Vivien  Sharpies 

SEATTLE  —  Local  supporters  of 
women’s  reproductive  rights,  including  a 
lesbian  group,  temporarily  prevented 
“Operation  Rescue”  from  shutting  down  a 
women’s  health  clinic  that  performs  abor¬ 
tions.  In  a  non-violent  action  that  lasted 
over  three  hours  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  12, 
over  100  pro-choice  activists  blocked  the  ex¬ 
it  of  local  church  where  a  group  of  anti¬ 
abortionists  had  gathered  to  register  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  clinic  shut-down.  Twenty-two 
pro-choice  activists  were  arrested  for 
criminal  trespass. 

The  abortion  rights  supporters  began 
their  action  just  after  7  a.m.,  when  they  set 
up  a  picket  line  at  the  exit  of  the  North  Seat¬ 
tle  church  parking  lot  and  locked  the  gate. 
Organizers  from  the  Seattle  Nonviolent  Ac¬ 
tion  Group  (SNAG),  a  multi-issue  direct  ac¬ 
tion  and  education  organization,  informed 
Operation  Rescue  that  the  picket  line  and 
blockade  would  remain  until  the  latter 
agreed  not  to  verbally  or  physically  harass 
women  seeking  health  care  and  not  to  pre¬ 
vent  women  from  entering  clinics. 

Spokespeople  from  the  group  say  they  in¬ 
tended  to  make  it  clear  that  their  intention 
was  not  to  impinge  on  the  anti-abortionists’ 
right  to  demonstrate,  but  to  prevent  them 
from  limiting  women’s  rights. 

Operation  Rescue  eventually  unhinged 
the  locked  gate,  but  were  still  unable  to  leave 
the  parking  lot  due  to  the  demonstrators’ 
blocking  the  driveway.  At  10  a.m.,  police 
arrested  22  of  the  pro-choice  activists,  in¬ 
cluding  a  number  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Those  arrested  were  dragged  into  police 
vans,  cited  with  criminal  trespass  and  releas¬ 
ed. 

Operation  Rescue  participants  then 
travelled  to  a  Bellevue  women’s  health 
clinic.  They  obstructed  patients,  including  a 
seven-month  pregnant  woman  seeking  pre¬ 
natal  care,  from  entering  and  leaving  for  the 
remaining  two  hours  the  clinic  was  open. 
None  of  the  patients  was  there  for  an  abor¬ 
tion.  The  physician  on  duty,  Hal  Simmer, 
said  that  the  blockade  had  “clearly  en¬ 
dangered  the  pregnancy”  of  one  woman 
whom  Operation  Rescue  participants  had 
jostled  and  prevented  from  leaving  the 


clinic. 

Commenting  on  the  impact  of  their 
blockade  at  the  church  earlier  in  the  day, 
SNAG  spokesperson  Nikki  Coyote  said 
“We  delayed  them  [the  anti-abortionists] 
for  three  hours,  so  that  women  could  attend 
the  clinic  unimpeded.”  Coyote  added,  “I 
think  Operation  Rescue  will  hesitate  to 
come  here  again,  and  if  they  do,  we  will  have 
twice  as  many  people  ready  to  stop  them.” 

Several  clinics  in  the  Northwest  have  been 
forced  to  close  down  in  recent  years  because 
of  repeated  attacks  by  anti-abortionists.  On 
September  23,  Operation  Rescue  blockaded 
a  Renton,  Wash,  clinic  and  159  of  their 
members  were  arrested.  Suzanne  Sowinski, 
a  member  of  the  SNAG  lesbian  affinity 
group  that  participated  in  the  action,  said 
the  “Many  of  the  same  fundamentalists 
who  oppose  abortion  rights  have  been  active 
in  the  Northwest  in  denying  lesbian  and  gay 
rights.”  Sowinski  added,  “Lesbian  involve¬ 
ment  in  protecting  abortion  rights  is  impor¬ 
tant  because  the  fundamentalist  agenda  in¬ 
volves  chipping  away  at  so  many  basic 
human  rights  one  by  one.” 

Operation  Rescue  has  been  active  across 
the  country  in  recent  months,  blockading 
Atlanta  clinics  for  six  weeks  during  July  and 
August  and  attempting  to  block  women 
from  entering  clinics  in  a  number  of  cities  on 
September  23  and  October  29.  (See  GCN , 
Nov.  6,  1988)  In  Boston,  Operation  Rescue 
activists  returned  Nov.  26  to  protest  outside 
two  clinics  in  adjacent  Brookline,  Mass. 

Over  300  anti-abortionists,  who  had 
abandoned  plans  to  demonstrate  in  Boston 
Oct.  29  when  3000  pro-choice  activists  turn¬ 
ed  out  to  oppose  them,  were  met  this  time  by 
at  least  600  counter-demonstrators.  Eight 
anti-abortion  protesters,  six  men  and  two 
women,  were  arrested  for  blocking  the  en¬ 
trance  to  one  of  the  clinics. 

Speaking  at  a  news  conference  Nov.  15, 
former  president  of  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Eleanor  Smeal  said 
“There  is  going  to  be  far  more  direct  action 
[by  pro-choice  activists].  The  sentiment  is 
not  just  to  sit  here,  and  let  a  small  group  ter¬ 
rorize  clinics  and  health  care  officials.  The 
majority  has  been  far  too  quiet.”  □ 


Pro-choice  demonstrators  confront  Operation  Rescue.  Brookline.  Mass.,  Nov.  26 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


"Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  tme  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  darity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16. 

NAP:  More  manipulation  than 
trust 

Dear  GCN: 

The  long  centerspread  on  the  New 
Alliance  Party  (NAP)  [GCN,  Oct.  9-15, 
1988]  was  extremely  useful.  As  someone  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  Socialist  Party  and  War  Resisters 
League,  I  have  known  of  NAP  through  its 
earlier  incarnations  —  particularly  the  Inter¬ 
national  Worker’s  Party  (IWP)  which  in 
1974  joined  a  special  coalition  War  Resisters 
League  had  set  up  to  try  dealing  with  the 
severe  recession.  (I  think  it  was  the  “Coali¬ 
tion  for  New  Economic  Priorities.”  Unhap¬ 
pily  the  Communist  Party  set  up  a  com¬ 
peting  coalition  at  the  same  time  and  neither 
got  very  far.)  The  IWP  was  the  one  group 
which  seemed  to  have  no  interest  in  the 
coalition  except  to  make  sure  they  had  a 
speaker  at  whatever  rally  was  called. 

Much  more  recently,  the  Socialist  Party 
took  the  initiative  in  setting  up  a  coalition  on 
election  law  reform,  inviting  (and  gaining) 
the  active  involvement  of  the  Communist 
Party,  the  Libertarians,  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party,  and  what  was  left  of  the 
Citizens  Party.  The  IWP  had  become  NAP 
and  it  was  NAP  which  joined  us.  NAP  very 
quickly  gave  the  impression  that  the  issue  of 
fair  elections  and  ballot  law  reform  was 
something  they  had  invented,  discovered, 
and  were  going  to  monopolize.  I  did  take  the 
time  to  go  up  to  Harlem  and  talk  to  Lenore 
Fulani  at  one  point.  Her  lay-out  there  is  im¬ 
pressive.  But  all  of  our  contacts,  from  1974 
to  now,  leave  me  with  the  same  impression 
your  author  had.  There  is  more  of  a  cult 
than  a  movement  here,  more  manipulation 
than  the  trust  one  usually  gains  from  work¬ 
ing  together.  You  did  a  genuine  service  by 
publishing  such  a  thoughtful  and  researched 
article. 

Fraternally, 
David  McReynolds 
War  Resisters  League 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Avoid  friends  like  the  New 
Alliance  Party 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  very  glad  that  GCN  and  other  gay 
rags  are  finally  subjecting  the  New  Alliance 
Party  (NAP)  to  a  searching  analysis  of  their 
questionable  background  and  practices,  ex¬ 
posing  their  many  contradictions  and  their 
deceit.  [See  GCN,  Oct.  9-15,  1988]  I  have 
been  urging  this  kind  of  investigative  piece 
for  several  years  —  ever  since  my  first  en¬ 
counters  with  these  people,  which  left  me 
suspicious  of  their  systematic  manipulation. 

In  1986, 1  worked  as  a  precinct  captain  for 
the  reelection  of  Rep.  John  E.  Mcdonough, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  voices  in 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  on  gay  rights 
as  on  most  other  issues.  I  remember  some  of 
the  misrepresentations  of  his  opponent, 
NAP’s  Cathy  Stewart,  including  the  flier 
“A  Woman  and  the  Rainbow.”  I  spoke  to 
the  voters  who  had  come  to  the  erroneous 
conclusion  that  the  Rainbow  Coalition  was 
endorsing  her.  And  a  Stewart  campaign 
worker  accused  John  of  being  “bad  on 
women’s  issues”  —  a  charge  his  record 
clearly  demonstrates  as  false. 

Such  tactics  seem  to  be  NAP’s  stock-in- 
trade.  Mary  Fridley’s  excuse  that  “we  never 
knew  that  ‘The  Rainbow’  was  owned  by 
anybody,”  like  the  rest  of  their  justifica¬ 
tions  is  pure  dissembling  —  and  they  know 
it.  Witness  1984,  when  NAP  tried  to  boost 
Dennis  Serrette’s  Presidential  candidacy  by 
alleging  that  Jesse  Jackson  was  not  suppor¬ 


ting  the  Mondale-Ferraro  ticket.  NAP  is  a 
very  divisive  group  that  attempts  to  exploit 
people’s  ideals  with  progressive-sounding 
rhetoric  and  a  multiplicity  of  front  organiza¬ 
tions. 

NAP  has  emerged  in  recent  years,  seem¬ 
ingly  from  nowhere,  to  foist  unknown 
“leaders”  upon  us.  (Interestingly,  they  like 
to  run  candidates  against  incumbent  pro¬ 
gressives,  and  their  campaigns  are  often 
quite  negative.)  They  seem  to  be  most  visible 
in  the  Black  and  gay  communities, 
presumably  because  there  they  see  organized 
discontent  that  they  can  try  to  manipulate 
for  their  own  ends. 

Their  stated  estimation  of  their  own  im¬ 
portance  is  so  grossly  exaggerated  as  to  be 
ludicrous:  Several  years  ago  their  newspaper 
The  National  Alliance  touted  NAP  as  “the 
conscience  of  the  gay  Democratic  clubs”; 
and  it  once  falsely  claimed  NAP  was  “the 
only  militant  contingent”  in  a  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Pride  march. 

Topping  it  all  off,  The  National  Alliance 
is  an  expensive,  professionally-produced 
newspaper  that  is  distributed  for  free  all 
over  the  place.  One  wonders:  Where  does 
their  money  come  from?  Who  is  supporting 
them?  Their  background  and  behavior  is 
most  suspicious,  to  say  the  least.  It  is  clear 
they  want  to  use  us.  We  would  be  advised  to 
avoid  “friends”  like  these. 

Sincerely, 
John  Kyper 
Roxbury,  Mass. 

P.S.  An  afterthought:  Your  NAP  article 
was  the  very  first  time  I  found  the  word 
“queer”  appropriate  for  a  GCN  headline.  I 
strongly  agree  with  readers  who  criticize 
your  practice  as  oppressive.  Is  using  the 
term  “queer”  the  result  of  some  grotesque, 
contorted  sense  of  political  correctness??? 
A  friend  in  Berkeley  uses  the  word  to 
describe  self-oppressed  homosexuals,  cer¬ 
tainly  an  apt  description  of  the  “gay”  peo¬ 
ple  I  have  encountered  in  NAP. 


Loving  Sheldon  Andelson 

Dear  GCN: 

Notwithstanding  Paul  Monette’s 
unsympathetic  depictions  of  Sheldon 
Andelson  in  his  two  new  books  on  AIDS 
[see  John  Kyper’s  review,  GCN  Sept.  4-10, 1988] 
three  vignettes  about  him  may  interest  your 
readers: 

In  March  1980,  Andelson  appeared,  un¬ 
announced,  in  northern  New  England  at  the 
time  of  the  New  Hampshire  primary  and  the 
Maine  political  caucuses,  to  try  to  mobilize 
the  lesbian/gay  vote  on  behalf  of  his  friend, 
former  Gov.  Jerry  Brown  of  California. 
Shelly  neither  revealed  nor  imposed  any 
evidence  of  his  own  wealth  and  power  (when 
asked,  he  acknowledged  that  he  was  per¬ 
sonally  financing  his  cross-country  political 
swing  on  behalf  of  Brown,  that  he  was  a 
non-practicing  attorney,  and  that  one  of  his 
businesses  was  a  gay  bathhouse  in  Los 
Angeles).  Only  when  I  later  resided  for  a 
time  in  California  did  I  learn  of  his  immense 
influence.  (For  example,  given  Andelson’s 
gayness,  Brown  anticipated  difficulty  get¬ 
ting  the  California  Senate  to  ratify  his 
nomination  of  Andelson  to  the  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  University  of  California 
system,  but  Brown,  himself,  has  commented 
that  he  needn’t  have  worried:  Andelson  had 
the  Senate  votes  lined  up  even  before  the  ap¬ 
pointment  was  made.) 

1  also  learned  that  the  bathhouse  he  co¬ 
owned  was  considered  by  many  gay  men  to 
be  the  most  desirable  on  the  West  Coast, 
perhaps  in  the  nation.  If  sexual  objectifica¬ 
tion  is  the  measure  of  bathhouse  desirabili¬ 
ty,  then  Shelley’s  outfit  was  quintessential. 
Many  of  the  men  lined  up  waiting  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  even  at  2  a.m.,  were  a  sight  to 
behold.  Once  inside,  one  could  easily  mis¬ 
take  the  place  for  the  male  locker  room  at 
the  Olympic  Games.  (In  point  of  fact,  one 
of  my  friends  met  an  Olympian  there  who 
had  competed  at  the  Montreal  games.)  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  during  my  two  visits  there  I  de¬ 
tected  no  refusal  of  “memberships”  to  men 
who  did  not  measure  up  from  the  standpoint 
of  looksism  —  a  practice  then  extant  at  some 
Los  Angeles  gay  baths. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  quote  National 
Public  Radio  and  Senator  Ted  Kennedy 
from  a  1980  “All  Things  Considered” 
broadcast  on  the  occasion  of  “a  celebration 
by  the  American  Jewish  Committee”  for 
Andelson.  Since  the  latter  was  a  major 
contributor  to  the  Democratic  party,  “most 
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of  California’s  key  Democrats  were  there.  It 
was  one  of  those  glitzy,  only-in-Los  Angeles 
events.”  Even  Teddy  Kennedy  came  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  in  part  for  the  dinner:  ‘‘I  know  what 
some  of  you  are  thinking  tonight:  what  in 
the  world  is  old  Kennedy  doing  here?  Well 
[tongue  in  cheek],  I’m  not  here  because  Cal¬ 
ifornia  has  over  300  delegates  to  the  upcom¬ 
ing  Democratic  National  Convention  ...  I’m 
here  because  I  love  Shelly  Andelson; 
figuratively,  of  course.” 

Richard  Steinman 
Whitefield,  Maine 

It  was  all  Oprah’s  fault* 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  due  to  be  released  in  a  matter  of 
months  and  have  no  place  to  go,  now  that 
my  family  knows  I’m  gay  and  plan  to  stay 
that  way.  They  were  always  homophobic 
but  AIDS  has  just  added  coal  to  the  fire.  I 
don’t  have  AIDS  but  it’s  just  the  existence 
of  the  disease  itself,  I  guess.  I’m  really 
scared  and  sometimes  think  of  doing 
something  (breaking  some  rules)  to  stay  in 
here  (where  I  have  a  roof  and  some  food) 
even  though  life  here  is  hell  for  a  gay 
prisoner. 

But  I  don’t  want  to  live  in  the  streets  and 
sleep  in  doorways  and  stand  in  long  lines  for 
food  like  those  people  on  TV.  Or  to  steal  to 
support  myself  and  end  up  running  from  the 
law  all  over  again.  I’m  not  some  free  loader 
looking  for  an  easy  meal  ticket.  I  will  work 
and  I  know  I  can  make  it  if  given  the  chance. 
But  how  can  I  get  a  job  with  no  home  ad¬ 
dress  or  a  decent  change  of  clothes  and  a 
place  to  keep  myself  clean,  not  to  mention 
sleep? 

In  a  way  I  blame  my  whole  situation  on 
Oprah  Winfrey.  My  family  didn’t  even 
know  I  was  gay  until  after  I  watched  her 
show  and  told  them  I  was.  It  was  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coming  Out  Day  show.  If  I’d  never 
opened  my  mouth  I  would  still  have  a  place 
to  live  and  the  job  promised  to  me  by  my 
uncle.  You  should  have  heard  me  on  the 
phone.  I  really  stood  up  for  my  homosex¬ 
uality.  Another  gay  inmate  was  standing 
there  and  said,  ‘Man,  you  sure  told  them!’ 

When  I  called  them  back,  I  was  less  than 
politely  told  never  to  call  again  and  they 
didn’t  want  me  corrupting  my  brothers  and 
sisters  with  AIDS  etc.  etc. 

Please,  I  don’t  know  what  to  do,  now  that 
I’m  ‘out’.  Can  you  help? 

Wayne  Garrett 
48771  -SLACI 

_  18199  Chesterfield  Airport  Rd 

Chesterfield,  MO  63003 

Dept,  of  Justice  finds  GCN 
’unacceptable’ 

Dear  GCN: 

In  accordance  with  Bureau  of  Prison’s 
Program  Statement  5266.5  on  ‘Incoming 
Publications’,  the  Nov.6-12  issue  of  ‘Gay 
Community  News’  has  been  found 
unacceptable  for  introduction.  Specifically, 
page  20  contains  an  article  under  the  title 
‘Direct  Action’s  New  Direction  at  the  FDA’ 
which  encourages  activity  which  may  lead  to 
group  disruption.  Consequently,  this 
publication  is  rejected. 

Sincerely, 

_  The  Warden 

■  LaTuna,  TX  88021 

Lesbian/gay  visibility  (or  t-shirt 
terrorism) 

Dear  GCN: 

Over  the  last  several  years  my  wardrobe 
has  changed  dramatically.  Most  of  my  old 
shirts  have  been  replaced  by  t-shirts  from 
various  queer  events.  Now,  of  course,  it  is 
true  that  because  my  ‘‘job”  is  being  a  stu¬ 
dent,  I  don’t  have  to  dress  up  in  any  fancy 
office  drag  or  service  sector  drag  or  body 
protection  drag.  Also,  I  happen  to  live  in  an 
area  where  my  chances  of  getting  beaten  up 
“just  for  being/appearing  queer”  are  pro¬ 
bably  less  than  in  other  places.  But  still  San 
Francisco  does  have  the  nation’s  highest 
rate  of  reported  queer-bashing.  Since  queer 
folks  don’t  (yet)  have  lavender  skin,  what  I 
would  like  to  see  is  more  people  wearing 
t-shirts  that,  in  one  way  or  another,  pro¬ 
claim  "yes,  indeed,  /  am  a  homosexual. 
This  might  seem  a  trivial  act,  but  my  ex¬ 
periences  suggest  that  it  is  actually  quite 
useful  in  establishing  a  lesbian/gay 
presence. 

Apart  from  occasional  odd  looks  and  si¬ 
lences,  my  t-shirt  wearing  has  provoked 
arguments,  conversations  and  thank  yous. 


My  mother  has  given  me  the  most  ridiculous 
—  and  most  offensive  —  responses.  She  has 
said  to  me,  “I  wish  you  would  respect  my 
feelings  on  this  issue  [not  wearing  t-shirts 
around  her  especially  in  public].”  The  only 
feeling  I’ve  been  able  to  recognize  in  her  re¬ 
quest  is  her  emphatic  homophobia.  To  my 
mind,  this  is  certainly  not  a  valuable  emo¬ 
tional  consideration  in  need  of  enormous 
protection. 

But  more  constructively,  it  is  essential 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  visible,  and 
t-shirts  are  wonderful  labels.  Meeting  new 
people  in  unfamiliar  places  is  reassuring  and 
exciting.  Talking  with  (presumably)  straight 
people  who  otherwise  wouldn’t  have  known 
that  I  am  gay  reminds  me  that  some  sort  of 
education  can  occur.  And  then  there  are  the 
voices  of  acknowledgement  from  other, 
sometimes  isolated,  gay  people. 

Although  t-shirts  might  make  one  feel  like 
a  walking  billboard,  we  must  remember  how 
other  people  perceive  them.  For  someone 
who  has  never  met  “a  real  homosexual”  and 
needs  to,  just  seeing  someone  who  is  able 
and  willing  to  be  out  of  the  closet  enough  to 
actually  remind  the  world  of  our  existence 
can  be  a  vital  experience.  I  remember  times 
when  I  was  a  freshman  and  sophomore  in 
college  that  I  would  see  women  and  men  in 
cafes  or  on  the  streets  of  Berkeley  behaving 
un-selfconsciously  even  though  they  were 
telling  the  whole  world  that  they  were  gay.  I 
was  grateful  for  this.  I  envied  them  their 
position.  And  I  hoped  someday  to  be  able  to 
do  the  same  thing  for  others. 

The  distinctively  human  embodiment  of 
homosexuality  is  critically  absent  in  our 
society  and  is  something  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  must  begin  to  take  much  more 
seriously.  When  I  can  walk  throughout  San 
Francisco  and,  after  leaving  the  Castro,  not 
see  a  certifiable  queer  for  the  rest  of  the  day, 

I  am  concerned.  I  see  thousands  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  a  day  and  I  am  aware  of  many 
of  the  visual  cues  we  give  each  other  to  make 
ourselves  known,  so  I  should  be  able  to 
recognize  lesbians  and  gay  men  outside  of 
our  ghettos,  but  quite  honestly  I  don’t. 

How  many  less-initiated  individuals, 
then,  are  oblivious  to  our  existence  on  the 
mundane,  daily  level?  And  what  prices  do 
our  communities  pay  for  this? 

It  strikes  me  as  critical  that  we  expose  ourselves  to 
people  who  do  not  recognize  our  existence, 
except  in  some  sort  of  abstract  cultural  con¬ 
struction.  Concrete  acts  of  presentation,  es¬ 
pecially  outside  of  our  home  turf,  can  prove 
incredibly  productive  since  they  depend  on 
the  actor’s  firm  belief  in  their  legitimacy.  By 
wearing  a  visible  symbol  of  how  we  define 
ourselves,  lesbians  and  gay  men  reinforce 
the  rightness  of  our  identities,  subvert  the 
proscribed  invisibility  of  sexual  difference, 
and  terrorize  those  complacent  in  their  at¬ 
titudes.  Additionally,  even  a  modest 
amount  of  clothing  is  expensive,  so  rather 
than  enriching  the  bank  accounts  of  clothes 
manufacturers,  buying  queer  shirts  would 
support  cultural  and  political  institutions 
which  need  financial  contributions. 

At  a  time  when  our  communities  are  being 
increasingly  attacked,  when  sexuality  is  be¬ 
ing  forcefully  “reprivatized”  (or  at  least 
hidden  from  view),  and  when  money  is  ur¬ 
gently  needed  for  lesbian/gay  and  AIDS  act¬ 
ivism  and  service  provision,  we  must  move 
in  many  directions.  In  spite  of  threats  to 
boycott  Time  and  Newsweek  for  their 
failure  to  cover  the  March  on  Washington, 
we  cannot  control  the  major  media.  We  can, 
however,  force  people  to  consider  us  if  we 
stand  in  front  of  them  with  words  on  our 
clothes  challenging  our  invisibility. 

Scott  Bravmann 
Santa  Cruz,  Calif 

Count  me  in 

Dear  GCN: 

My  name  was  inadvertently  left  off  the 
Speaking  Out  “GCN:  Commitment  to  Com¬ 
munity”  [Nov.  20-26,  1988]. 

As  a  former  Board  Member  and  volunteer 
writer  for  GCN,  I  want  to  add  my  name  to 
those  endorsing  it. 

Thanks, 

_  Marea  Murray 

Brookline,  Mass. 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Lesbian  battering:  a 
challenge  to  our 
community 


By  Beth  Zemsky 

I  would  prefer  that  the  reality  of  women 
perpetrating  violence  and  abuse  against 
other  women  not  be  the  reality  with  which 
we  are  faced.  However,  lesbian  battering 
does  exist  in  our  community  and  its  ex¬ 
istence  threatens  and  challenges  us  in¬ 
dividually  and  as  a  community. 

The  existence  of  lesbian  battering 
threatens  our  notion  of  a  feminist  or  lesbian 
utopia  —  one  in  which  we  are  all  sisters  who 
can  trust  one  another,  one  in  which  we  know 
who  the  bad  guys  and  good  guys  are. 

Lesbian  battering  also  challenges  some  of 
our  beliefs  about  battering  that  have  come 
from  the  heterosexual  battered  women’s 
movement.  I  think  that  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  20  years  ago,  when  we 
started  learning  about  battering  and  other 
forms  of  violence  against  women,  we  learned 
by  listening  to  the  voices  of  the  women  who 
had  lived  and  survived  the  experiences.  I 
believe  that  we  need  to  do  the  same  today.  I 
believe  that  we  will  learn  how  to  end 
violence  in  the  lesbian  community  when  we 
open  our  ears,  hearts  and  minds  to  the 
voices  of  the  lesbians  who  are  survivors  of 
abuse  and  the  lesbians  who  are  abusive. 

I  would  like  to  share  with  you  some  of 
what  we  have  learned  about  lesbian  batter¬ 
ing  from  working  with  survivors  and  women 
who  are  abusive. 

First,  we  know  that  for  most  women  who 
are  abusive  their  abusiveness  is  a  learned 
behavior,  a  behavior  that  is  learned  within 
an  atmosphere  of  victimization  and  a 
culture  that  supports  this  behavior.  We  are 
all,  including  women  who  are  abusive,  sur¬ 
vivors  of  sexual  and  physical  violence  either 
by  being  directly  assaulted  by  those  who  we 
believed  loved  and  cared  for  us  or  by  a 
culture  that  promotes  racist,  sexist,  classist, 
anti-semitic  and  homophobic  violence. 
One’s  victimization  does  not  cause  one  to  be 
abusive.  It  does,  however,  provide  a 
backdrop  where  such  behavior  becomes  per¬ 
missible  and  a  culturally  acceptable  way  to 
get  what  one  wants.  The  woman  who  is 
abusive  learned  and  chooses  to  use  abusive 
behaviors  to  gain  or  maintain  power  or  con¬ 
trol  over  her  partner. 

There  are  a  number  of  implications  of  this 
that  we  want  to  make  explicit. 

First,  to  those  of  you  who  are  survivors, 
we  want  to  say  that  survivors  are  not  in  any 
way  responsible,  to  blame  or  at  fault  for 
having  been  abused.  The  woman  who  abused 
you  was  in  control  of  her  behavior  and 
chose  to  perform  the  abusive  behaviors 
toward  you.  She  alone  is  responsible  for  this 
choice. 

Second,  to  those  of  you  who  abuse,  we 
want  to  give  a  message  of  hope  and  a 
challenge.  The  hope  stems  from  the  fact  that 
your  abusiveness  is  a  learned  behavior  that 
you  do  control.  You  can  learn  different 
ways  to  deal  with  your  feelings  and  your 
pain  that  are  not  abusive.  I  say  this  so  em¬ 
phatically  because  I  have  seen  women  who 
are  abusive  “own”  their  abusiveness,  com¬ 
mit  themselves  to  a  process  of  change,  work 
hard,  and  learn  new  ways  of  being  so  that 
they  are  now  able  to  live  abuse-free  lives. 
The  challenge  to  you  is  to  look  at  yourselves, 
take  responsibility  for  the  abuse  you  have 
chosen  to  commit,  and  reach  out  for  help  to 
change. 

Finally,  I  want  to  speak  to  the  lesbian 
community.  What  should  we  do  when  we 
know  that  abuse  has  occurred?  How  do  we 
foster  the  creation  of  safe  space  for  sur¬ 
vivors  and  work  toward  the  end  of  violence 
in  our  community?  These  are  hard  questions 
without  any  easy  answer. 

There  are  three  approaches  to  these  ques¬ 
tions  that  I  have  observed  in  our  communi¬ 
ty. 

The  first  is  silence.  We  simply  to  not  talk 
about  abuse  occurring  in  our  relationships 
and  in  our  community.  We  then  organize, 
have  rallies  and  march  sometimes  without 
the  issue  of  lesbian  battering  coming  out  of 
the  closet. 

We  also  deny  and  minimize.  We  tell 
ourselves  that  lesbian  abuse  is  different:  it  is 
more  like  fighting,  it  is  less  violent,  less 
serious,  because  after  all  it  is  occurring  be¬ 


tween  two  women.  This  is  simply  not  true. 
There  are  women  who  are  afraid  for  their 
lives.  Let  us  not  be  silent  and  look  the  other 
way  when  we  see  a  friend  being  abused  or 
being  abusive.  We  need  to  label  the  behavior 
for  what  it  is  and  support  both  the  woman 
who  is  being  abused  and  the  one  who  is  being 
abusive  to  reach  out  for  support  and  help. 

And  we  also  shame  and  we  ostracize  both 
survivors  and  women  who  are  abusive.  I 
have  seen  people  point  fingers  and  say 
“None  of  these  type  of  people  allowed 
here.”  While  our  concern  for  survivors’ 
safety  needs  always  to  be  paramount,  I  do 
not  believe  that  in  the  short  or  the  long  run 
that  we  will  stop  lesbian  battering  by  exiling 
the  women  who  are  abusive  from  our  com¬ 
munity.  We  need  to  find  new  ways  to  hold 
these  women  accountable.  When  we  shame 
and  ostracize,  we  create  new  categories  of 
“good  guys”  and  “bad  guys.”  We  divide 
our  own  community  into  an  “us”  and  a 
“them.”  I  believe  that  this  doesn’t  work  for 
a  number  of  reasons. 

First,  when  we  falsely  create  “us”  and 
“them”  categories,  we  minimize  the  poten¬ 
tial  that  we  all  have  to  choose  to  be  abusive. 

Second,  we  make  it  harder  for  survivors 
to  disclose  the  abuse  they  have  experienced. 

We  also  make  it  more  difficult  for  women 
who  are  abusive  to  “own”  their  abusive 
behavior  because  “owning”  it  would  mean 
being  one  of  “them”  and  being  shamed  and 
ostracized. 

And  last,  and  most  important,  when  we 
categorize  women  who  are  abusive  as 
“them,”  we  make  them  “other.”  When  we 
make  people  “other,”  we  transform  them 
into  objects.  Objectification  of  any  person 
or  group  replicates  the  abusive  structure  of 
the  larger  society  that  fosters  sexism, 
racism,  classism,  anti-semitism, 
homophobia  and  interpersonal  violence. 
The  challenge  to  us  as  a  community  is  not 
only  to  stop  women  who  are  abusive  from 
performing  these  behaviors  and  create  safe 
space  for  survivors,  but  also  to  end  violence 
against  all  women  by  ending  objectification 
and  creating  an  abuse-free  response  to  the 
violence  occurring  in  our  community.  I 
believe  that  this  is  part  of  our  challenge.  I 
encourage  us  not  to  settle  for  anything  less. 

Beth  Zemsky  is  a  therapist  in  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Counseling  Program  of  Family  and 
Children’s  Service  in  Minneapolis.  She  is 
currently  co-facilitating  a  treatment  group 
for  women  who  are  abusive.  This  column  is 
an  edited  version  of  a  speech  given  at  this 
year’s  Take  Back  the  Night  rally  in  Min¬ 
neapolis. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Outs 
are  those  of  the  authors  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship. 

DANCE  PARTY! 

Saturday,  December  10,  1988 
9pnv2am 

That’s  right,  another  happening  dance  party  (have 
you  recovered  from  our  Halloween  bash  yet!)  with 
a  live  d.j.,  the  hippest  dance  tunes,  a  cash  bar,  and 
totally  groovy  people. ..and  this  time  it  s  a  benefit 
for  Gay  Community  News  and  Radical 
America,  to  be  held  at  Villa  Victoria  Cultural 
Center,  85  West  Newton  St„  in  Boston’s  South 
End. 

Tickets  are  available  at  GCN,  Cambridge  Food 
Coop,  Arborway  Video  &  Sound,  Red  Book,  Glad 
Day  Bookshop  and  Central  American  Solidarity 
Association  for  S6-SI0  (sliding  scale). 

Villa  Victoria  is  wheelchair  accessible. 
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ACT  UP/NY 

Continued  from  page  I 

(NIAID);  James  Mason,  director  of  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC);  Robert 
Windom,  Assistant  Secretary  for  Health; 
Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop;  Donald 
McDonald,  President  Reagan’s  special 
assistant  on  drug  policy;  singer  Dionne 
Warwick;  and  New  York  City  Health  Com¬ 
missioner  Stephen  Joseph.  According  to 
Bahlman,  no  openly  gay  men  or  lesbians  or 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  were  invited  to 
address  the  conference.  The  conference  also 
included  a  series  of  panel  discussions  on  such 
topics  as  partner  notification,  HIV  antibody 
testing,  discrimination,  counseling,  educa¬ 
tion  and  legislation. 

Bahlman  said  the  six  members  of  ACT 
UP  —  Carey  Stegall,  Henry  Yaeger,  Gary 
Kleinman,  Alan  Shaw  and  Barry  Lipidus 
and  himself  —  were  met  at  the  conference 
opening  by  a  representative  of  the  HHS  who 
presented  them  with  information  packets 
and  assured  them  they  would  be  allowed  to 
participate  fully.  Several  other  represen¬ 
tatives  of  organizations  that  address  AIDS 
issues  —  including  Jeff  Levi  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  and  Tom 
Sheridan  of  AIDS  Action  Council  —  were  in 
attendance.  Sheridan  said  “If  you  invited 
yourself,  you  could  go  [to  the  conference].” 
Bahlman  said  that  although  ACT  UP’s 
presence  was  welcomed  once  the  conference 
was  underway,  failing  to  include  those  com¬ 
munities  most  affected  by  HIV  is  inex¬ 
cusable. 

The  HHS  and  health  officials  from 
around  the  country  should  not  be  debating 
the  Presidential  Commission’s  Report  on 
HIV,  they  should  be  acting  on  it,  argued  the 
ACT  UP  flier.  The  report,  much  of  which 
was  praised  by  AIDS  activists,  called  for 
strong  anti-discrimination  laws  to  protect 
people  with  AIDS  or  those  who  test  HIV 
antibody  positive  and  increased  funding  for 
AIDS  treatments,  among  other  proposals. 
Bahlman,  who  attended  every  Commission 
hearing  as  a  representative  of  ACT  UP,  said 
the  report’s  recommendations  have  been 
derailed  by  the  Reagan  administration.  He 
pointed  out  that  it  was  McDonald  —  after  a 
request  from  Reagan  to  review  the  report  — 
who  effectively  blocked  the  implementation 
of  its  most  progressive  measures.  According 
to  Bahlman,  McDonald  tried  to  make  a  case 
for  discrimination  while  addressing  the  con¬ 
ference.  McDonald,  Bahlman  said,  equated 
smoking  with  IV  drug  use  and  said 
“discrimination  against  such  behaviors  is 
socially  beneficial.”  “He  [McDonald]  did 
everything  but  say  ‘we  don’t  want  people  to 
be  faggots.’  We  were  tempted  to  jump  up 
and  scream  at  him,  but  we  chose  to  save  our 
voices  for  later,”  said  Bahlman. 

According  to  HHS  spokesperson  Ellen 
Casselberry,  the  conference  was  intended  to 
allow  health  officials  to  discuss  the  report 
and  to  network  among  themselves.  “We 
didn’t  want  large  numbers  of  people  or  con¬ 
troversy.  There  was  no  attempt  for  secrecy 
but  we  did  want  the  conference  to  be 
manageable,”  said  Casselberry.  She  said  she 
supported  ACT  UP’s  participation  in  the 
conference.  “They  were  able  to  say  what 
they  had  to  say.  Along  with  other  par¬ 
ticipants,  they  were  allowed  to  present  their 
views  on  HIV  verbally  and  in  written  form.” 
She  said  future  meetings  would  include 
more  representatives  from  AIDS  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Casselberry  defended  HHS’s  record  of 
reaching  out  to  communities  affected  by 
AIDS.  She  said  HHS  officials  meet  “every 
day”  with  organizations  representing  com¬ 
munities  hit  hard  by  the  epidemic  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  National  Association  of  People 
With  AIDS  (NAPWA),  the  National  AIDS 
Network,  and  many  others.  “The  Public 
Health  Service  has  been  very  fair.  This  was 
the  first  closed  meeting  ever.  ACT  UP  needs 
to  remember  that  we  cannot  get  everything 
done  overnight.  It’s  not  just  a  matter  of 
pushing  a  button,  I  wish  it  was  but  these 
things  take  time,”  she  said. 

ACT  UP’s  Stegall  said  the  group  made  an 
important  contribution  to  the  conference. 
“I  had  few  problems  with  what  was  said, 
but  I  did  have  problems  with  what  was  not 
said.  Many  officials  get  tunnel  vision,  so  we 
were  constantly  bringing  up  topics  that  were 
skipped....  They  don’t  focus  enough  on  get¬ 
ting  people  treatment  immediately."  Still, 
said  Stegall,  most  of  the  people  in  atten¬ 
dance  "were  attuned  to  what  we  were  say¬ 
ing.  There  is  no  longer  a  question  about  con¬ 
fidentiality  or  the  need  for  anonymous 
testing.  The  people  who  lead  us  astray  are 
the  politicians,  not  the  health  officials.” 

Many  AIDS  activists  from  mainstream 


AIDS  organizations  complained  that  they 
had  not  heard  of  the  conference.  The  few  in 
attendance  said  they  thought  it  was  ineffec¬ 
tive.  Sheridan,  who  attended  several 
workshops,  said  he  was  disappointed  at  the 
lack  of  communication  between  AIDS 
organizations  and  state  and  local  health  of¬ 
ficials.  He  said  that  in  states  where  strong 
AIDS  organizations  exist,  progressive 
legislation  is  often  adopted.  “We  lack  an  ef¬ 
fective  and  coordinated  political  movement 
in  many  areas  of  the  county.  When  we  put 
coalitions  to  work  we  often  are  successful, 
but  we  must  work  more  with  each  other  and 
with  health  officials  on  this  level,”  said 
Sheridan.  He  cited  as  a  positive  example  of 
effective  lobbying  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  Responding  to  AIDS  (NORA),  a 
Washington-based  coalition  of  94  AIDS  and 
medical  organizations.  He  said  NORA  is 
often  able  to  influence  federal  legislation. 
“I’m  sorry  the  conference  didn’t  allow  for 
more  of  this  dialogue  [between  AIDS 
organizations  and  policy  making  officials] 
to  take  place.” 

AIDS  Action  Council’s  Sheridan  describ¬ 
ed  his  view  of  ACT  UP’s  role  in  the  con¬ 
ference.  “We  need  ACT  UP.  They  are  a 
radical,  loud  voice.  They  help  define  the 
parameters  of  the  debate.  We  certainly  have 
Continued  on  page  16 

Treatment  notes 

Continued  from  page  2 

According  to  the  announcement  released 
by  the  lesbian  newsletter  Visibilities ,  which 
contributed  to  the  development  of  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire,  “lesbians  who  feel  they  have  no 
risk,  but  would  like  to  participate  in  the 
study  because  someone  cares  enough  to 
study  us,  are  most  welcome.”  Lesbians  in¬ 
terested  in  participation  in  the  study, 
regardless  of  whether  they  have  been  tested 
or  live  in  New  York  City,  can  receive  a  copy 
of  the  research  questionnaire  to  complete  by 
writing  Visibilities,  Dept.  LRS,  P.O.  Box 
1258  Peter  Stuyvesant  Station,  New  York, 
NY  10009-1258.  The  questionnaire  is  com¬ 
pletely  anonymous  and  Visibilities  will 
release  no  identifying  information  to  resear¬ 
chers. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Many  studies  seek 
participants 

BETHESDA,  Md.  —  Many  studies  of 
AIDS  and/or  HIV  are  not  fully  enrolled 
with  participants  —  for  reasons  ranging 
from  narrow  criterion  for  admission  to  a 
study  to  a  lack  of  publicity  about  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  study.  One  participant  in  a 
National  Institute  of  Health  (NIH)-sponsor- 
ed  trial  of  HIV  antibody-negative  men 
reports  that  currently  only  one  in  10  people 
screened  for  participation  in  trials  actually 
enrolls. 

The  NIH  Campus  in  Bethesda  is  seeking 
participants  in  several  studies,  for  which 
participants  receive  transportaion  and  per 
diem  reimbursements  for  the  initial  screen¬ 
ing  trip  as  well  as  monthly  visits.  Among  the 
drugs  being  tested  are  (contact  numbers  for 
participation  are  listed  after  each  study); 

•  for  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  —  muramyl 
tripeptide  (MTP)  (301)  496-7196; 

•  for  HIV  infection  —  Alpha 

Interferon/interleukin-2  (301)  496-7196, 
AZT/Interferon  (301)  496-7196, 

AZT/In  ter  leu  kin-2  (301)  496-7196, 
Granulocyte-macrophage  colony 
stimulating  factor  (GM-CSF)/AZT/Alpha 
Interferon  (301)  496-7196,  and  a  bron¬ 
choscopy  study  of  HIV  antibody-positive 
individuals  who  have  no  history  of 
pneumocystis  cariini  pneumonia  (301) 
496-9565; 

•  for  HIV  antibody-negative  men  — 
gpl60  vaccine  (301)  496-7196; 

•  for  Pneumocystis  Pneumonia  — 
T  rimetrexate  (TMTX)/Dapsone/ Aerosoliz¬ 
ed  Pentamidine  (301)  496-9565; 

•  for  Cytomegalovirus  (CMV)  Retinitis 
—  Foscarnet/AZT  (301)  496-1243. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

PWA  newsletters: 

Treatment  News,  GMHC  Department  of 
Medical  Information,  132  West  24th  Street,  Box 
274.  New  York,  NY  10011 

AIDS  Treatment  News,  Box  41 1256,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94141 

PWA  Coalition  Newsline,  263 A  West  19th 
Street,  Room  125,  New  York,  NY  10011 

Alert,  5300  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Suite  304,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90029 

The  Body  Positive  263 A  West  1 9th  Street,  New 
York.  NY  10011 


I  hove  seen. .  explosively  tunny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhawik.  WBZ-TV 

"It's  delightful! "  -John  Corcoran,  WNEV-TV 

"Boffo!  You'll  love  it!"  -Dixie  Whatley.  WCVB 


GROUP  RATES 
Call  426-4444 
or  542-1701 


357-8384 

DINNER/THEATRE 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 

1533 


Spending  is  a 
Sickness 

when  you  try  to  buy  friend¬ 
ship...  when  you  shop  for  a 
temporary  lift. .  .when  your 
debts  pile  up... and  you  still 
haven’t  found  what  you 
really  need. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Santo  Domingo . $330RT 

New  York . $99RT 

San  Francisco . $31 8RT 

Hong  Kong . $850RT 

Caracas . $320RT 

Madrid . $492RT 

Lima . . $699RT 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Dr.  David  A  Russell 

General  Medicine 

142  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

By  appointment 

617/247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in  health  care  for  the  gay 

and  lesbian  community 


AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue.  Allston  MA 

782-0400 
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Lesbian  Maccabee  unmasked!  UilflJLJi 


By  Liz  Galst 

This  year  Hanukah  snuck  up  on  me  real 
fast,  leaving  me  no  time  to  organize 
my  annual  Hanukah  party.  As  you  can 
imagine,  I’m  quite  disappointed.  Not  only 
will  I  miss  out  on  tons  of  latkes  (potato  pan¬ 
cakes),  and  a  few  mean  games  of  dreidl,  but 
also  I’ll  have  nowhere  to  tell  the  Hanukah 
story. 

This  is  no  small  problem  since  people 
have  been  fed  all  sorts  of  bubbemeises  about 
the  holiday.  So,  even  though  it’s  much  bet¬ 
ter  told  out-loud.  I’ve  written  the  true  story 
down  to  straighten  everyone  out.  And  here 
it  is: 


To  start,  we  have  to  go  back  in  history, 
around  175-165  B.C.E.,  a  time  of  relative 
prosperity.  The  Jews  were  in  the  Promised 
Land,  that  is  to  say,  God’s  promise,  and  not 
the  U.N.  charter.  Alexander  the  Great  was 
doing  a  tour  of  the  baths  in  the  major 
Mediterranean  and  Middle  Eastern  capitals. 
And  you  kind  of  got  the  feeling  that 
anything  was  possible. 

But  what  was  happening?  Well,  the  Jews 
were  slipping.  Not  financially,  but,  you 
know,  religiously.  Here  was  the  problem:  In 
times  of  relative  prosperity,  you’re  not 
always  saying  “God,  remember  your  people 
Israel?”  like  a  divorced  woman  begging  for 
child-support.  Instead,  every  Joseph,  Solly, 
and  Rivkah  is  going  out  for  a  BLT.  So  you 
forget  what  it  is  to  be  a  Jew.  You  inter¬ 
marry.  You  forget  the  sabbath.  And  instead 
of  tzitzitt,  you’re  wearing  polo  shirts  with 
little  alligators  on  them.  You  forget. 

Now,  always  at  a  time  like  that,  there  are  a 
few  Jews  who  wonder  if  the  children  of 
Abraham,  left  to  their  own  devices,  might 
not  push  their  own  selves  into  the  sea. 

Okay,  so  Alexander  the  Great.  Well,  he 
kicks  off.  Sure,  there  is  some  speculation 
that  he  was  poisoned  by  a  trick  in 
Babylonia.  But  suffice  it  to  say,  -he’s  dead. 
And  what  happens  now?  Alexander’s  em¬ 
pire  gets  sub-divided  and  the  upstart 
Assyrian  Antiochus  gets  custody  of  Judea. 

All  right,  now  here’s  the  part  of  the  story 
where  I  bring  in  Mattathias,  one  of  the  Mac¬ 
cabees.  I  know  you’re  thinking  “Who  is  this 
Mattathias  that  this  whole  discussion  of  the 
socio-economic  situation  in  Judea  during 
the  late  Macedonian  era  gets  stopped  all 
because  of  him?”  Well,  really,  you  already 
know  Mattathias.  He’s  the  guy  that,  when 
everyone  is  having  a  good  time  and  ordering 
shrimp  in  Chinese  restaurants,  he’s  jumping 
up  and  down  saying  “you’re  breaking 
God’s  law!” 

Back  to  the  big  shot  Antiochus.  Now, 
history  and  dictators  being  what  they  are, 
Antiochus  decides,  basically,  to  outlaw 
Judaism,  which,  if  you  remember,  many 
Jews  were  well  on  their  way  to  doing 
anyway.  The  crowning  act  of  this  whole 
thing  is  the  defilement  of  the  Temple  in 
Jerusalem  and  the  extinguishing  of  the  Eter¬ 
nal  Flame,  which  serves  as  a  metaphor  for 
God’s  commitment  to  the  Jewish  people. 
That  is,  it  always  gets  extinguished  and  then, 
after  some  anguish,  crisis,  and  suffering,  it 
gets  rekindled. 

As  it  happens,  Mattathias,  who,  as  you 
know,  has  been  running  around  saying 
“You’re  breaking  God’s  law,  this  portends 
bad  things.”  Mattathias  is  vindicated.  And 
everyone  who  said  to  him  “Mattathias,  calm 
down,  God  is  smiling”  feels  guilty,  if  they 
haven’t  already  been  killed  by  Antiochus’ 
henchmen  for  some  insignificant  lapse  into 
the  mother  tongue.  So  then,  strengthened 
by  his  recent  vindication,  Mattathias  raises 
an  army,  led  by  his  son  Judah  (who  turns 
out  to  be  a  real  schmuck,  but  that  comes 
later  in  the  story)  and  his  four  other  sons. 
The  Maccabees,  as  this  group  is  called, 
trounce  the  Assyrians,  rededicate  the  Tem¬ 
ple  in  Jerusalem,  and  celebrate  for  eight 
days. 


And  that  is  the  story  of  Hanukah,  more 
or  less  the  way  it  is  told  in  the  first  and  se¬ 
cond  book  of  the  Maccabees. 

Now,  I’m  sure  at  this  point,  there  are  two 
questions  spinning  around  in  your  head  like 
a  dreidl.  Of  course,  there  is  the  obvious  one: 
where  are  the  women  in  this  story,  and 
perhaps  as  pressing,  what  about  the 
miracle?  You  know,  the  one  where  there 
wasn’t  enough  sacred  oil  to  rekindle  the 
eternal  flame  but  the  Maccabees  rekindled  it 
anyway,  and  somehow  the  flame  managed 
to  stay  lit  for  eight  days  while  a  messenger 


rushed  off  to  get  some  more  in  a  distant  city. 

In  answer  to  the  first  question,  it  must  be 
said  that  Judaism  is  a  patriarchal  religion 
and  so  women’s  contributions  to  the  strug¬ 
gle  have  not  been  well  documented. 
However,  though  there  is  no  mention  of 
women  in  the  first  book  of  the  Maccabees, 
medieval  Jewish  scholars  grafted  the  stories 
of  two  women  onto  the  Hanukah  tradition. 
Hannah  is  the  first.  The  story  of  Hannah  is 
that  during  all  this  political  mishegoss  we’ve 
been  talking  about,  some  Assyrian  big  guy 
demanded  that  Hannah  eat  pork  to  prove 
that  she  had  renounced  her  faith.  Rather 
than  face  an  uncertain  political  situation 
and  probable  death  by  trichinosis,  Hannah 
refused  this  ham  sandwich  and  was  killed  by 
the  sword,  as  were  her  five  sons. 

So,  if  Judaism  is  about  survival,  why  this 
story  of  Hannah,  who  did  not  survive?  We 
Jews,  if  you  remember,  are  not  a  people  of 
martyrs  —  better  that  everyone  should  do 
their  part  and  things  work  out  in  the  end 
than  to  lose  one  in  saving  many.  But,  one 
thing  you  can  say  about  these  medieval 
Jewish  scholars  —  male  chauvanist  pigs,  yes, 
but  stupid,  no.  They  knew  there  was  no 
refrigeration.  What  are  they  going  to  do, 
add  on  a  story  about  a  woman  who  eats 
pork  and  survives? 

The  second  girl  who  got  roped  into  this 
whole  thing  through  no  fault  of  her  own  is 
Judith.  As  the  story  goes,  Judith  lured  an 
Assyrian  general  into  her  tent,  fed  him  lots 
of  cheese,  which  got  him  thirsty,  and  gave 
him  lots  of  wine,  which  got  him  drunk. 
Then,  when  he  fell  asleep,  she  lopped  off  his 
head,  stuck  it  on  a  pole  outside  her  canvas 
abode,  and  chased  off  a  whole  battalion  of 
Assyrians  with  it. 

Now,  what  does  the  story  of  Judith  tell 
us?  For  one  thing,  the  scholars  who  ap¬ 
propriated  her  story  had,  at  least,  the 
presence  of  mind  to  anticipate  the  current 
clamoring  for  women’s  inclusion  in  this 
story  of  national  liberation.  And,  they  knew 
that  one  woman,  one  is  a  token,  but  two, 
two  seems  like  a  genuine  effort.  So  the  story 
of  Judith  was  added  to  Hannah’s  story  and 
both  are  retold  as  part  of  the  Hanukah 
celebration. 

I  know  you’re  thinking  “That  Judith, 
she’s  the  Jewish  Mata  Hari,”  or  that 
Nicaraguan  ambassador  to  the  U.N.  who 
did  in  a  Somoza  general  in  much  the  same 
way.  But  really,  Judith  reminds  Jewish 
women  that  fast  thinking  and  good  cooking 
can  get  you  further  than  sex  ever  will. 

But  Judith  aside,  there’s  a  lot  more  to  be 
said  about  Hanukah  and  women.  We’re 
about  to  get  to  the  real  story.  First,  however, 
a  little  something  about  this  miracle  I’ve 
mentioned.  The  story  is  told  that  the  Mac¬ 
cabees,  after  beating  the  crap  out  of  the  an- 


you  look  ahead  to  the  second  book  of  the 
Maccabees,  you  will  see  that  Judah  did  not 
embrace  the  life  of  the  tzaddik ,  the  pious 
Jew.  No,  Judah  discovered,  like  many  of  the 
great  and  famous  men  of  history,  that  war, 
not  holiness,  is  good  business.  He  spent  the 
years  after  the  Maccabean  victory  pillaging 
whatever  small  settlements  happened  to 
strike  his  fancy.  So,  if  some  Hebrew  school 
teacher  feeds  you  full  of  bubbemeises  about 
the  Jews  only  having  enough  sacred  oil  to 
light  the  eternal  flame  for  one  day  and  the 
nearest  sacred  oil  being  eight  days  away  and 
that  little  bit  of  oil  in  Jerusalem  lasting  until 
a  messenger  could  return  with  a  new  supply, 
don’t  believe  it  for  a  minute. 

This  is  what  really  happened. 

Let’s  start  with  those  Maccabee  boys. 
Think  about  it,  five  boys:  John  called  Gad¬ 
di,  Simon  called  Thassi  (Why  nobody  called 
these  boys  by  their  right  name,  I  don’t 
know),  Judah  called  Maccabeus,  Eleazer 
called  Avaran,  and  Jonathan  called  Ap- 
phus.  Five  boys.  .No  girls?  Who  has  five 
boys  and  no  girls?  Phil  Donahue  has  five 
boys  and  no  girls.  Jewish  mothers  are  never 
stricken  with  such  misfortune.  The  closest 
case  I  ever  heard  of  is  my  great  aunt  Muriel 
who  had  three  boys  and  no  girls.  One  is  a 
sportscaster  in  California,  the  second  sells 
ceiling  fans,  and  the  third  is  in  the  occa¬ 
sional  custody  of  the  state  of  Florida.  So, 
where  is  she,  this  Maccabean  girl?  Perhaps 
she  slipped  or  was  pushed  into  an  abyss  in 
history  and  was  never  heard  from  again. 
Maybe  a  mis-spelling?  An  important  scribe 
took  a  coffee  break  in  the  middle  of  putting 
down  this  whole  story,  and,  a  little  jittery 
from  caffeine,  he  didn’t  get  her  name  right. 
It  is  my  own  particular  belief,  after  con¬ 
siderable  research  in  the  Central  Square 
branch  of  the  Cambridge  Public  Library, 
that  Simon  also  called  Thassi  was  really  a 
woman.  Simone,  Simon.  It’s  an  easy 
mistake. 

So,  there  they  all  were  after  after  beating 
the  Assyrians  to  achieve  national  liberation, 
there  they  all  were  rededicafing  the  Temple. 
Already  Simone  was  chastising  herself  for 
participating  in  a  mixed  political  action 
which  advocated  violence  as  a  path  towards 
social  change.  She  was  hitting  herself  on  the 
head.  She  considered  saying  to  Judah,  also 
called  Maccabeus,  “How  ’bout  we  celebrate 
the  solstice?  You  know,  the  turning  of 
darkness  into  light”  but  knew  her  brother 
too  well  and  could  see  already  that  he  wore 
his  piety  like  a  disposable  paper  robe. 

So,  she  thought  of  something  else. 
“Brother,  I  noticed  that  in  all  our  haste  and 


this  point  she  was  really  just  looking  for  a 
quick  way  out  to  go  visit  her  girlfriend. 

For  a  little  while,  the  four  brothers  scur¬ 
ried  around,  only  to  discover  that  which 
their  sister  Simone  had  already  pointed  out. 
There  was  no  oil  with  which  to  rekindle  the 
eternal  flame,  which,  if  you  remember, 
marks  God’s  commitment  to  the  Jews.  They 
were  at  a  loss.  They  didn’t  know  what  to  do. 
They  were  the  kind  of  men  who’d  been  cod¬ 
dled  all  their  lives  and  didn’t  know  where  to 
find  anything.  Simone  knew  this  too.  She 
knew  that  they  wouldn’t  know  sacred  oil 
from  baby  oil,  and  that,  in  reality,  God 
recognizes  all  flame,  regardless  of  the  purity 
of  its  source.  Simone  called  her  brothers 
around.  “Apphus,  Gaddi,  Maccabeus, 
Avaran.  Come  here.  I’m  going  to  pick  up 
some  sacred  oil.  Unfortunately,  it’s  in  Sfat, 
which  is  a  four-day  journey  each  way.”  The 
brothers  shrugged  their  shoulders,  nodded 
their  heads  in  consent,  and  sent  their  sister  in 
search  of  this  distant  oil.  Little  did  they 
know  that  they  could  have  picked  up  some 
oil  around  the  corner. 

Meanwhile,  Simone  was  slinking  off  to 
meet  her  girlfriend  Estelle,  a  hairdresser  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  outskirts  of  Jerusalem.  Estelle  was 
in  the  middle  of  a  page  boy;  the  fashion  had 
been  “in”  in  those  days,  what  with  the 
Macedonian  influence  and  all.  So,  Simone 
let  herself  into  the  kitchen  and  made  a  cup 
of  coffee. 

“Oy,  can  you  believe  I’m  related  to  such 
nincompoops!”  Simone  said  as  Estelle 
entered  the  room.  “The  worst  thing  of  it  all 
is  Judah.  He  thinks  he’s  full  of  God  now. 
I’m  afraid  of  what  he  will  inflict  upon 
others.  And  to  think  I  was  part  of  it!”  This 
she  said  crying. 

Estelle  comforted  her  there  at  the  table, 
and  later  in  bed,  in  the  many  ways  women 
have  comforted  their  girlfriends  in  the  years 
before  and  since  the  Maccabean  victory. 

The  days  passed.  The  moon  rose  and  it 
spoke  to  Simone.  “Simone,  you  having  a 
nice  time?”  The  moon  often  sits  on  the 
shoulders  of  Jewish  women,  nagging.  The 
moon  said  to  her  “You  can’t  help  it  your 
brothers  areschmendricks.  And  that  Judah, 
oy,  the  worst!”  Simone  was  happy  to  have 
her  feelings  confirmed  by  nature.  Like  when 
your  lover  dumps  you  and  the  weather  is 
pouring  and  miserable.  It  makes  you  feel 
things  are  right  with  the  world.  It’s  not  too 
good  for  the  soul  to  see  people  prancing 
around  in  the  sunshine  when  you  are 
miserable.  You  know  what  I  mean. 

Then  the  moon,  the  moon  said,  “Simone, 
it’s  the  seventh  day,  shouldn’t  you  be  getting 
back  with  that  sacred  oil?” 

Continued  on 
page  8 


cient  Assyrians,  went  on  to  rededicate  the  religious  fervor,  we’ve  forgotten  to  rekindle 
Temple  in  Jerusalem.  “Aha!”  you’re  think-  the  eternal  flame.”  She  figured  Judah 
ing,  "a  frum  (devout)  national  leadership.”  wouldn’t  go  for  any  of  that  dancing  around 
Unfortunately,  this  was  not  the  case.  If  the  full  moon  naked  kind  of  stuff,  and  by 


Conference 

Continued  from  page  3 

Martin  Hiraga,  a  hearing-disabled  activist 
from  Rochester,  N.Y.,  who  led  the 
workshop  for  and  about  the  physically 
challenged,  criticized  NGLTF  for  neglecting 
“communications  access”  for  those  who  re¬ 
quired  signing  to  comprehend  plenary 
speeches  and  workshops. 

John  Deitz,  secretary  of  Gay  Men  and 
Lesbians  in  Brookhaven,  New  York, 
(GLIB),  praised  the  conference’s  blend  of 
practical  workshops  and  discussion  of 
broader  issues.  “It  shows  the  movement’s 
maturity,”  he  said.  “It’s  great  that  people 
from  [so  many]  different  organizations 


design,  made  sexual  oppression  the  oppres¬ 
sion  and  trivialized  other  forms  of 
discrimination. 

“We  have  failed  in  20  years  to  understand 
that  the  [1969]  Christopher  Street  uprising 
was  about  more  ...  and  to  acknowledge  year 
after  year  that  [Stonewall]  was  about  racial 
...  and  class  oppression  as  well....  The 
movement  has  failed  to  be  anything  other 
than  a  white,  gay  male  movement ...  fashion¬ 
ed  after  our  great  American  society  which 
colonized  those  who  were  different.  We 
must  make  significant,  serious,  radical 
change  if  there  is  to  be  any  integrity  in  the 
future,”  McCoy  said. 

D’Emilio  said  he  teaches  his  students  that 
“when  dealing  with  structural  issues  of  op- 


Renee  McCoy  (R)  at  NGLTF  conference 


could  get  together  to  talk,  and  not  fight  over 
votes  where  you  have  to  take  a  side.” 

Apuzzo  praised  the  growing  numbers  of 
people  “daring  to  live  our  lives  visibly,  with 
.dignity  ...  as  a  full  time  rebuke  to  the  lies 
and  distortions  that  [would]  drive  us  back  in 
the  closet.” 

“We’ve  come  out,  but  in  a  very  real  sense, 
we’ve  come  in!  We’ve  been  out  —  it  hurts. 
We  come  in  for  sanctuary,  to  be  among  us, 
to  be  at  last  a  ‘we’  in  this  world....  We’re 
here  to  heal  —  not  what’s  sick,  but  what’s 
been  battered,”  Apuzzo  said. 

Rev.  McCoy,  whose  coalition  shared 
NGLTF’s  offices  until  recently,  credited  the 
Task  Force  with  “exhibiting  a  commitment 
to  an  inclusive  agenda,  an  example  of  affir¬ 
mative  action  that  stands  before  us  all.”  But 
she  charged  that  the  movement  overall  “by 


pression,  change  happens  through  organiz¬ 
ing,  collective  action,  mobilization,  and 
commitment  of  large  masses  of  people.... 
My  students  remember  Rosa  Parks,  the 
Stonewall  participants.  Individuals  commit¬ 
ted  to  resisting  injustice  and  setting  things 
right  are  critical  for  a  future  we  shape 
ourselves....  In  the  past,  at  this  conference, 
and  in  the  future,  he  said,  “are  the  very  stuff 
of  history.” 

“Let  us  resolve,”  concluded  Apuzzo, 
“that  ours  is  a  watch  —  tour  of  duty  —  that 
will  not  end  with  passage  of  a  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  bill  ...  passage  [by  Congress]  of 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  [or]  a  bias 
crime  bill  ...  or  cure  and  treatment  for 
AIDS....  Ours  is  a  watch  that  must  be 
vigilant  for  as  long  as  ignorance  can  bully 
and  justice  is  frail.”  □ 


Maccabee 

Continued  from  page  7 

“I’m  not  going.” 

“What,  you’re  not  going?” 

“I’m  not  going  back  to  the  Temple.  My 
brother  and  their  cronies  are  a  bunch  of 
patriarchal  idiots.” 

“Oh”  said  the  moon.  Very  slowly. 
"Oh.” 

“I’m  moving  in  with  Estelle.” 

“I  see”  said  the  moon.  “What  about  the 
national  liberation?” 

“That  whole  national  liberation  thing  was 
a  load  of  shit.  It  was  just  this  ploy  to  hand 
over  power  from  one  group  of  boys  to  the 
next.  I  just  happen  to  be  related  to  this 
group,  that’s  all.  I’m  sorry  I  ever  got  messed 
up  in  the  whole  thing.” 

“Oh,”  the  moon  said.  “Oh.”  Many 
therapists  have  taken  lessons  from  the 
moon.  “Then  you  don’t  believe  in  it 
anymore?” 

“Look,  I  don’t  know  why  you’re  defen¬ 
ding  them.  They  don’t  even  accept  the  im¬ 
portance  of  nature.  The  solstice  means 
nothing  to  them!” 

The  moon  was  patiently  waiting.  It  knew 
that  deep  inside,  Simone  was  suffering  from 
having  hoped  too  much,  from  having  in 
herself  a  place  of  extreme  wanting.  This  is 
common  among  us  Jews  who  constantly 
await  but  never  witness  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah.  Instead  we  learn  to  be  satisfied 
with  steps  in  the  right  direction  and  treaties 
eliminating  intermediate-range  nuclear 
weapons  but  no  others. 

The  moon  spoke,  sensing  again  its  turn. 
“I've  seen  girls  like  you  before.”  The  moon 
was  so  old,  everyone  was  a  girl  in  com¬ 
parison.  “There  was  that  one  in  the  fourth 
century  B.C.E.  And,  oy,  what  a  bunch  in 
the  Babylonian  exile!  It  just  wasn’t  written 
down  you  know.” 

"So  I  don’t  understand  your  point?” 
Simone  said,  if  only  a  little  less  hostile  this 


time. 

“The  point  is,  if  you  want  to  get  into  the 
official  story,  you  got  to  fight  for  it. 
Nobody’s  going  to  give  it  to  you.  That’s  the 
point.” 

Simone  was  amazed.  Millions  of  women 
looked  to  the  moon  in  awe.  They  looked 
with  reverence.  Here  she  was,  talking  to  the 
moon,  and  what  was  it  telling  her?  Nothing, 
nothing  she  didn’t  already  know. 

“Oy.”  Simone  sighed  as  she  sat  there  with 
her  head  in  her  hands. 

She  kissed  Estelle  good-bye,  not  a  perma¬ 
nent  good-bye,  but  sort  of  a  see-you-soon- 
there’s-something-I-have-to-take-care-of 
good-bye,  picked  up  a  bottle  of  oil,  and 
returned  to  her  brothers  at  the  Temple. 
They  rekindled  the  eternal  flame,  as  if  it  were 
the  only  one,  as  if  mothers  did  not  light 
candles  with  their  daughters  on  Shabbos,  as 
if  lovers,  scholars  and  revolutionaries  were 
not  themselves  guided  by  light,  some  blazing 
and  some  shrouded. 

And  so  it  was,  Simone  had  returned.  But 
to  what,  she  was  not  sure.  Only  she  knew, 
that  she  was  there  to  face  the  many  and 
often  contradictory  faces  of  God  and 
history.  In  a  small  corner  she  lit  the  right¬ 
most  candle  in  a  tarnished  menorah.  And, 
as  she  lit  it,  she  repeated  to  herself  “I  have 
made  it  to  this  place.  The  Assyrians  tried  to 
kill  me,  my  brothers  ignored  me,  and  worst 
of  all,  I  have  silenced  myself.  But  now  I  am 
here  and  so  far  I  have  survived,”  which,  if 
you  think  about  it,  is  the  miracle  of 
Hanukah.  □ 
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Going  public 

Former  Board  member  of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee  Laurie  Livingston  explains  her  recent 
resignation  from  the  organization  she  says  is  run  by 
“insiders”  and  has  failed  to  maintain  ties  to  the 
grassroots 


Larry  Kessler 


Larry  Kessler,  executive  director  of  A  AC  talks  about  the 
difficulties  of  affirmative  action  hiring  and  the  politics 


By  Judy  Harris 

On  Nov.  4,  a  Speaking  Out  article  by 
Laurie  Livingston  appeared  in  GCN  an¬ 
nouncing  her  resignation  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee.  GCN  decided  to  interview  Liv¬ 
ingston  and  Larry  Kessler,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  AAC,  in  hopes  of  clarifying  the  issues 
raised  about  one  of  the  nation’s  largest 
AIDS  service  organizations. 

GCN:  Why  have  you  resigned  from  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee? 

1  Livingston:  I  think  it’s  important  to  unders¬ 
tand  how  I  perceive  the  purpose  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  what  appealed  to  me 
about  being  on  the  Board.  People  who  ap¬ 
proached  me  about  running  had  a  notion  of 
AIDS  Action  as  an  inclusive  grassroots  type 
of  group.  What  I  mean  by  that  is  involving 
larger  segments  of  the  community  and  their 
voices  in  decision-making.  Also,  there  was  a 
concern  that  volunteers  be  strongly  fran¬ 
chised  —  not  left  outside  of  decisions. 

Our  earliest  commitment  —  one  of  our 
first  decisions  as  a  board  —  was  to  maintain 
a  large  number  of  volunteers  and  not  to 
build  a  mushrooming  organization  of  paid 
staff.  I  felt  that  most  people  on  the  Board 
shared  that  outlook  and  still  most  people  on 
the  Board  do. 

To  talk  about  why  I  resigned  is  to  talk 
about  two  very  long  and  frustrating  years,  a 
lot  of  very  close  connections  and  a  lot  of 
very  positive  work  towards  the  end.  In  the 
last  year  or  so,  [I  felt]  increasing  frustration,  a 
decreasing  feeling  of  having  any  real  voice.  I 
also  sensed  that  volunteers  were  not  being 
respected  or  considered  important  except  in 
very  focused  task-oriented  groups  in  AIDS 
Action. 

[I  became]  aware  of  feeling  different  from 
some  people  at  AIDS  Action  who  had  a 
more  mainstream  orientation.  And  I  heard 
[a  feeling  similar  to  this  expressed  by]  other 
women  who  are  AIDS  activists  throughout 
the  country  at  the  national  ACT  NOW  con¬ 
ference  in  Washington.  There’s  a  feeling  of 
difference  when  one  enters  a  group  where 
mainstream  political  ties  are  being  nourish¬ 
ed.  And  there’s  a  feeling  of  difference  when 
one  enters  that  circle  and  feels  that  the 
organization  is  in  difficult  waters  politically, 
when  the  organization  is  protecting  ties  to 
mainstream  political  networks  who  at  the 
same  time  are  espousing  homophobic 
policy.  And  the  women  at  the  conference  ex¬ 
pressed  that  there’s  a  feeling  of  pressure  to 
submerge  conflict  in  these  organizations. 

The  feeling  of  difference  that  made  it  too 
difficult  for  me  to  stay  in  AIDS  Action  was 
fostered  by  discussions  where  people  would 
support  what  I  was  saying  but  where  policies 
would  not  be  enacted. 

GCN:  Can  you  cite  some  examples  of  situa¬ 
tions  in  which  volunteers  were  not  being 
respected  and  where  your  voice  was  not  be¬ 
ing  heard? 


Laurie  Livingston 


Livingston:  I  mentioned  in  my  Speaking  Out 
piece  [Nov.  4-11]  that  the  final  straw  for  me 
was  really  this  huge  staff  expansion  that  was 
organized  on  a  senior  staff  retreat  and 
presented  —  after  the  fact  —  to  the  Board  of 
Directors,  when  advertizing  for  some  of  the 
positions  had  already  begun.  I’m  talking 
now  about  the  internal  policy  [which  in¬ 
cludes]  the  movement  away  from  volunteers 
as  a  strong  base,  away  from  any  sort  of  grass¬ 
roots  involvement,  and  into  the  control  of 
decision-making  by  a  smaller  group  of 
senior  staff  —  the  executive  director  and  in¬ 
siders  on  the  staff. 

Concurrently  throughout  my  work  with 
AIDS  Action  I  have  been  frustrated  about 
policies  that  AIDS  Action  has  espoused.  I 
refer  to  these  as  the  external  issues,  the  im¬ 
age  and  the  politics  that  AIDS  Action  pro¬ 
jects  into  the  community  and  the  media  and 
the  nation. 

I  remember  my  first  Steering  Committee 
meeting,  before  I  was  even  on  the  Board. 
[The  Steering  Committee  was]  the  policy¬ 
setting  group.  People  were  discussing 
Michael  Dukakis  on  the  Walk  for  Life  —  a 
major  fundraising  activity  that  happens 
every  spring.  This  was  the  second  walk.  At 
the  first  [which  Dukakis  attended]  there  was 
a  tremendous  counter-presence  from  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  and 
other  concerned  people  since  it  was  right 
after  Dukakis  refused  to  publicly  support 
lesbian  and  gay  foster  care. 

In  the  planning  of  the  second  walk,  peo¬ 
ple  [on  the  Steering  Committee]  were 
discussing  Dukakis  [coming  to]  speak  and 
they  went  on  to  talk  about  the  program  for¬ 
mat.  And  I  remember  waiting  for  people  to 
...  bring  up  the  issue,  silence  increasing,  and 
finally  in  almost  apologetic  tones  bringing 
up  the  question  [myself].  I  said  “I’m  assum¬ 
ing  you’ve  talked  about  this.”  And  to  my 
surprise  it  had  not  been  dealt  with,  it  had  not 
been  talked  about. 

There  was  a  lot  of  tension,  silence,  and 
anxious  glances  back  and  forth  among  the 

“I  think  if  there’s  anything 
that’s  the  biggest  problem 
with  AIDS  Action  these  days, 
it’s  the  notion  that  discussing 
one’s  real  problems  or  real 
feelings  about  what’s  going 
on  is  somehow  disloyal,  too 
emotional,  or  that  one  has 
one’s  own  personal  agenda  or 
is  out  of  step  with  the 
organization.  ” 

people  like,  “What  do  we  do  with  this 
now?”  And  what  happened  was  people  sort 
of  jumped  into  the  discussion  after  I 
brought  it  up.  The  people  who  had  wanted 
to  be  talking  about  it  started  talking  about  it 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  leaders  of  each 
volunteer  subcommittee  would  have  to  be 
consulted  if  Dukakis  was  going  to  be  involv¬ 
ed  in  any  fundraisers  from  then  on. 

I  was  impressed  that  people  could  move 
from  not  talking  about  something  into  some 
sort  of  action,  and  that  Larry  Kessler  could 
agree  with  that. 

But  in  fact,  it  was  my  first  taste  of  what 
really  happens  in  AIDS  Action.  That  is, 
once  something’s  brought  up,  people  who 
feel  similarly  get  together  and  pass  some  sort 
of  resolution  which  never  really  gets 
enacted.  That  [new  policy]  never  really  hap¬ 
pened.  People  were  never  really  consulted 
about  whether  or  not  Dukakis  should  be  in¬ 
vited. 

GCN:  You  mentioned  in  your  Speaking  Out 
piece  that  you  wanted  to  encourage  public 
debate.  Why  have  you  chosen  to  make  the 


of  AIDS 

By  Judy  Harris 

GCN:  Laurie  Livingston  wrote  a  letter  to 
GCN  in  order  to  inform  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  of  her  perspective,  as  someone 
with  a  long  history  with  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  of  some  critical  problems  the 
organization  is  facing.  And  because  the  let¬ 
ter  certainly  will  have  raised  concerns  for 
many  people,  GCN  wanted  to  get  clarifica¬ 
tion,  including  an  AAC  perspective,  for  our 
readers.  With  that  in  mind,  are  there  any 
points  in  Laurie  Livingston’s  letter  that  you 
would  like  to  address? 

Kessler:  The  first  thing  I  want  to  say  is  that 
there  is  a  problem,  there  is  an  ongoing  at¬ 
tempt  to  resolve  those  problems  and  in  a 
way  we  feel  actually  fairly  good  that  we  are 
making  progress  on  some  of  those  pro¬ 
blems.  The  problems  that  I  speak  of  are  im¬ 
proving  our  relationships  with  the  people  of 
color  community  and  those  communities 
that  are  being  disproportionately  affected 
by  AIDS.  That  includes  the  gay  community, 
but  also  the  Black  communities,  the 
Hispanic  communities,  the  Haitian  com¬ 
munities,  and  the  Asian-American  com¬ 
munities. 

Is  it  perfect?  No.  Is  there  a  lot  of  work  to 
be  done?  Absolutely.  But  putting  it  in 
perspective,  AIDS  Action  has  the  best 
record  in  the  United  States  as  far  as  major 
AIDS  organizations  go  in  terms  of  its  affir¬ 
mative  action  goals  and  its  successes. 

One  of  those  goals  is  to  have  by  next  June, 
a  proportion  of  our  staff  that  represents  the 
proportion  of  the  people  with  AIDS  who  are 
nonwhite  —  basically  about  25  percent  of 
people  with  AIDS  are  people  of  color  in  the 

“If  you  are  an  educated 
Black  in  America  or  educated 
Hispanic  and  have  a  master’s 
degree,  you  can  pretty  well 
name  your  price. 

Boston  area.  We’re  up  to  about  19  percent 
at  the  moment,  and  obviously  we  still  have 
another  six  points  to  go. 

That  means  continuing  to  recruit  and 
search  for  people  of  color  who  want  to  work 
here.  And  that  hasn’t  been  easy.  It  hasn’t 
been  easy  for  any  AIDS  organization  in  the 
United  States.  Part  of  it  has  to  do  with 
homophobia,  part  of  it  has  to  do  with  AIDS 


doesn’t  have  the  same  sort  of  issue  or  clout 
in  the  Black  community  as  it  has  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  That’s  changing 
because  they’re  beginning  to  realize  that  it  is 
their  issue  as  well,  that  it  isn’t  just  a  gay 
disease.  But  we’ve  been  battling  a  sort  of 
resistance  to  that  for  awhile....  That’s  not  to 
put  down  those  communities  at  all  for  their 
reticence  and  their  anxiety  and  their  fear 
about  AIDS.  But  there’s  no  doubt  that  that 
was  there  and  those  communities  would  be 
the  first  to  admit  that  for  a  long  time  denial 
was  rampant. 

GCN:  So  you’re  planning  to  move  from  hav¬ 
ing  19  percent  of  people  of  color  on  staff  to 
25  percent? 

Kessler:  That’s  our  goal.  That’s  the  goal  that 
the  board  set,  and  Laurie  was  part  of  setting 
that.  And  that’s  our  hope. 

Currently  on  the  senior  staff,  the  manage¬ 
ment  staff,  we  have  one  Black  who’s  head  of 
development.  And  we  had  one  woman  who 
just  left  to  be  director  in  Rhode  Island  of  the 
Providence  AIDS  group.  And  we  are  cur¬ 
rently  in  a  search  for  two  directors.  Our 
ideal  candidates  would  be  people  of  color 
and  women.  But  again  we  can’t  leave  those 
slots  open  indefinitely.  We  are  making  a 
very  aggressive  attempt  to  find  people,  and 
that  includes  a  a  national  search  and  a  local 
search  and  posting  in  every  conceivable 
place  we  can  find  —  ethnic  and  minority 
newsletters,  professional  magazines  and  so 
on. 

GCN:  And  are  these  positions  going  to  be 
held  open  until  people  of  color  fill  them? 

Kessler:  No,  the  Board  has  instructed  me  to 
be  as  aggressive  as  possible  and  we’re  doing 
that  and  we  will  see  how  it  goes  in  the  first  or 
second  round.  We  have  already  gone 
through  one  round  but  we  are  re-opening 
the  searches.  It  cannot  go  on  indefinitely 
because  it’s  very  hard  for  the  staff  to  func¬ 
tion  without  a  director. 

GCN:  Why  do  you  think  you  are  attracting 
so  few  applicants  for  jobs  from  people  of 
color? 

Kessler  AIDS  is  not  where  they  want  to  put 
their  career.  If  you  have  an  M.S.W. 
[Masters  of  Social  Work  degree]  and  you 
Continued  on  page  1 5 
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Internal  Strategies,  Community  Responses 
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Cleve  Jones  talks  about  survival  tactics  in  the  age  of  AIDS 


mi 


By  Paul-David  Wadler 

Cleve  Jones  has  been  an  activist  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  for  over  a 
decade.  One  of  the  first  gay  activists 
to  acknowledge  the  gravity  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  he  is  now  best  known  for  his  role 
in  originating  the  NAMES  Project,  the 
largest  community-based  art  project  in  his¬ 
tory.  I  met  with  Cleve  in  my  office  at  Action 
for  Boston  Community  Development  just 
before  the  October  display  of  the  NAMES 
Project  in  Washington.  Several  days  after 
we  spoke,  Cleve  and  the  Quilt  were  featured 
on  ABC  News  Nightline. 

Paul-David:  The  AIDS  epidemic  has  chang¬ 
ed  the  political  landscape  for  gay  men  and 
lesbian  women.  Exactly  how  do  you  feel  we 
are  different  now? 

Cleve:  That’s  a  really  difficult  question.  We 
probably  won’t  know  all  of  the  ways  that 
\IDS  has  changed  our  community  until 
more  time  has  gone  by  and  we  can  look  back 
with  some  perspective.  I  think  we  know 
already  that  our  community  has  made  a  col¬ 
lective  decision  that  we’re  going  to  survive. 


There’s  still  a  lot  of  disagreement  and  a  lot 
of  fear,  but  our  community’s  going  to  stay 
together.  We  have  the  strength  to  meet  the 
challenges  in  every  city  in  this  country.  Cer¬ 
tainly  a  lot  of  really  bad  things  have  happen¬ 
ed,  but  we  have  never  seen  the  terrible 
political  persecution  that  many  of  us  feared 
in  the  early  days. 

Also,  we  have  the  knowledge  that  Ronald 
Reagan’s  term  is  over  and  that  we  survived 
it.  While  I  wouldn’t  want  to  wager  on  this,  I 
don’t  think  anything  could  be  as  bad  as 
Ronald  Reagan  —  not  even  George  Bush. 
People  have  a  sense  now  that  even  within  the 
NIH  [National  Institutes  of  Health],  the 
CDC  [Centers  for  Disease  Control],  and 
other  federal  agencies  there  are  going  to  be 
new  opportunities.  Some  challenges  still  re¬ 
main. 

Paul-David:  That  reminds  me  of  the  con¬ 
ference  you  and  1  both  attended  a  few  weeks 
ago  —  AIDS  and  HIV  Infection  Among 
Racial  and  Ethnic  Minorities  in  the  United 
States  —  put  on  in  Washington  by  the  CDC. 


Cleve:  I  was  barely  there.  I  was  really  ill  and 
angry,  too. 

Paul-David:  One  message  of  the  conference 
was  that  the  epidemic  appears  to  be  chang¬ 
ing.  Most  new  infections  of  HIV  seem  to  be 
in  communities  of  color.  As  this  happens 
and  the  epidemic  is  not  really  “ours” 
anymore,  what  is  an  appropriate  response 
from  gay,  white,  middle-class  men  like  you 
and  me  who  have  done  much  of  the  AIDS- 
related  work  up  to  now? 

Cleve:  AIDS  was  never  “ours.”  On  the  one 
hand  the  gay  community  in  the  first  five 
years  of  the  epidemic  was  the  only  com¬ 
munity  that  responded  to  the  epidemic  in 
any  way.  And  so  there  are  a  lot  of  people 
like  me,  community  organizers  and  political 
organizing  types  with  no  public  health  back¬ 
ground  —  predominantly  but  not  entirely 
white  —  who  stepped  forward.  We  were  the 
first  people  to  understand  the  threat  because 
it  happened  to  our  friends.  And  so  we  step¬ 
ped  forward  and  did  the  work.  The  federal 
government  ignored  us,  but  we  raised  the 
money  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 


and  gay  and  lesbian  people  staffed  the  of¬ 
fices  and  volunteered,  and  gay  and  lesbian 
people  wrote  the  educational  materials  and 
designed  the  brochures,  and  we  did  it  all! 
Now  the  disease  is  changing  as  it  was 
predicted  it  would,  and  so  we’re  caught 
short  again.  The  lack  of  response  from  the 
federal  government  means  that  those  few 
organizations  which  were  established  in 
society  were  established  by  gay  and  lesbian 
people  for  their  own.  I  don’t  view  that  as  a 
criticism  of  the  gay  community  per  se.  I 
think  we  could  have  another  discussion  on 
racism  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  community.  I 
think  we  quite  naturally  first  took  care  of 
our  own. 

I  thought  the  conference  we  attended,  by 
the  way,  was  one  of  the  most  expensive  jack- 
off  sessions  I’ve  ever  attended.  I  spoke  to 
maybe  a  handful  of  people,  after  the 
government  paid  my  way  and  got  me  a  fancy 
hotel  room.  If  it  were  up  to  me,  the  money 
the  government  spent  on  that  conference 
would  have  been  spent  on  advertising  in 
Black  community  newspapers  and  Hispanic 
radio  stations.  Remember:  people  Of  color 
are  expendable  the  way  gay  people  are. 

Paul-David:  How  has  your  response  to  the 
epidemic  changed  over  time? 

Cleve:  The  changes  for  me  have  been  inter¬ 
nal.  [Externally],  we  still  have  a  lot  of  the 
same  obstacles  we  faced  in  1984.  We  still 
need  funding.  We  still  need  leadership,  and 
we  need  people  to  be  calm  and  to  care  about 
each  other.  I  think  that  the  most  important 
thing  that  has  happened  for  me  is  that  I  now 
have  a  clear  strategy  as  to  how  I  am  [per¬ 
sonally]  going  to  proceed;  in  1982  and  1983 
and  1984  I  didn’t  have  that.  I  think  that  all 
of  us,  whether  we  are  infected  with  HIV  or 
not,  whether  we  are  gay  or  straight  or  Black 
or  white  or  whatever  —  all  of  us  whose  lives 
have  been  invaded  by  this  thing  —  need  an 
external  and  an  internal  strategy.  We  need 
to  decide  what  internal  strategies  we  are  go¬ 
ing  to  use  to  Jceep  ourselves  healthy  and 
saneTTor  me  this  has  meant  confronting 
issues  like  drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  cigarette 
smoking,  stress  reduction,  diet,  exercise, 
meditation.  Those  are  the  things  that  you  as 
an  individual  can  affect. 

And  then  simultaneously,  we  require  an 
external  strategy  because  the  world  around 
us  must  change  for  us  to  survive.  I  think  that 
in  the  early  years  of  the  epidemic  we  as  in¬ 
dividuals  and  as  a  community  lacked  those 
strategies.  The  result  of  that  was  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  amount  of  unfocused  rage  and 
hatred.  For  me  it  may  have  been  even  worse 
because  I  was  attacked  by  fagbashers  and 
spent  most  of  the  summer  of  1984  recover¬ 
ing  from  my  stabbing  wounds.  I  just  felt  so 
powerless,  so  vulnerable,  so  angry,  so  full  of 
hatred  and  so  sure  that  the  outside  world 
would  never  understand  or  respond.  1  no 
longer  feel  that  way.  What  has  brought 
about  that  change  more  than  anything  else 
has  been  the  Quilt. 

Because  of  the  Quilt  I  receive  solid  tangi¬ 
ble  evidence  every  day  of  my  life  that  there 
are  a  lot  of  good  people  out  there.  They 
come  in  all  sizes  and  all  shapes  and  all  colors 
and  ideologies.  And  they  live  in  real  places 
like  Idaho  and  North  Florida  as  well  as  the 
Castro  and  Jamaica  Plain,  [Mass.].  There’s 
a  lot  of  love  and  compassion  and  what  I’ve 
learned  from  traveling  with  the  Quilt  is  that 
the  American  people  know  how  to  respond 
to  AIDS.  Because  most  people  have  a  lot  of 
common  sense,  and  it’s  really  no  big 
mystery.  The  solution  is  to  provide  the 
public  with  the  full  amount  of  information 
available.  Then  care  for  the  sick,  comfort 
the  dying.  Hold  people  that  are  affected 
close  to  the  community.  That’s  what  we  us¬ 
ed  to  call  the  American  spirit!  When  there 
was  a  flood  or  a  hurricane,  people  of  all  col¬ 
ors  and  backgrounds  and  opinions  came 
together  to  put  down  the  sandbags.  That’s 
what  we’re  supposed  to  do. 

I’m  very  impressed  with  gay  and  lesbian 
people  especially.  I  think  we’re  a  pretty 
tough  people  and  now,  as  a  community,  we 
have  a  better  understanding  of  our  strength. 
Most  of  us  have  come  to  believe  we’re  going 
to  survive  this  as  a  community,  as  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  together. 

Look  what  happened  with  lesbians  in  the 
epidemic.  Isn’t  it  wonderful?  I  don’t  think 
many  people  ten  or  15  years  ago  would  have 
predicted  lesbians  would  respond  the  way 
they  have  to  a  sexually  transmitted  disease  in 
the  gay  male  population.  I  think  there  are 
still  a  lot  of  things  to  overcome,  sure.  I’m 
very  frightened  about  what’s  happening 
especially  in  the  Black  community.  I  think 
of  young  kids  and  wonder  how  they  are  go¬ 
ing  to  learn  about  AIDS. 

Paul-David:  Were  you  aware  of  how 
American  the  idea  of  a  Quilt  was? 

Cleve:  Oh,  yeah.  In  the  first  brochure  we 
wrote,  we  deliberately  used  the  word 


“American”  in  every  paragraph.  We 
wanted  to  apply  a  uniquely  American  con¬ 
cept  to  this  disease  that  everyone  wanted  to 
see  as  foreign.  But  since  then,  we’ve  been 
really  excited  by  the  response  from  other 
countries.  We’ve  learned  that  many  coun¬ 
tries  have  traditions  of  patchwork  or  some 
form  of  using  quilts.  When  we  went  to 
Stockholm  to  show  the  Quilt  at  the  Interna¬ 
tional  AIDS  Conference,  I  was  really  ner¬ 
vous  about  how  people  from  the  developing 
world  would  respond  to  it.  I  mean,  how 
would  someone  feel  from,  say,  Uganda, 
where  the  annual  per  capita  health  expen¬ 
diture  is  something  like  ten  cents.  I  was  real¬ 
ly  fearful  that  they  would  see  it  as  a  kind  of 
luxurious  American  thing. 

But  it  was  the  people  fronyUgahda  and 
Rwanda  and  Zaire  and  Braziland  Venezuela 
who  were  the  most  enthusiastic.  They  saw  it 
as  a  way  of  breaking  tjjrough  the  silence  bar¬ 
riers  in  their  own  country.  I’m  not  just  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  stigma  factor  we  have  with 
AIDS  in  our  own  country,  but  in  Uganda, 
for  example,  the  region  that  is  most  devasta¬ 
ted  is  the  same  area  wh^re  Idi  Amin  commit¬ 
ted  genocide.  So  these  are  people  who  live  in 
areas  where  there  are  huge  pyramids  of 
human  skulls.  These  people  have  never 
spoken  about  what  happened  to  them. 
There  has  been  no  discussion  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  in  Idi  Amin’s  reign.  And  now  that 
same  region,  those  same  families,  people 
who  survived  that  terror  are  being  cut  down 
from  what  they  call  Slim.  How  does  one 
begin  to  speak  about  this? 

Paul-David:  I  had  a  discussion  with  my 
grandmother  about  how  it  feels  to  watch 
your  friends  die.... 

Cleve:  My  grandmother  and  I  had  the  same 
discussion.  _ — 


Paul-David:  After  my  friend  Patrick  died,  I 
made  a  Quilt  panel  for  the  display  in 
Boston.  Although  I’ve  done  a  lot  of  dif¬ 
ferent  things  around  the  AIDS  epidemic  for 
the  past  six  years,  I  felt  like  this  was  one  time 
where  I  wasn’t  giving;  I  was  getting. 

Cleve:  It  works!!  I  don’t  know  why  it  has 
such  a  strong  effect  on  people,  but  it  does. 
When  I  made  the  [first]  panel  [of  the  Quilt] 
for  Marvin,  [Feldman,  Cleve’s  best  friend]  I 
had  spent  a  week  with  his  family.  I  learned  a 
lot  about  his  family’s  history  and  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  them  in  the  Holocaust.  I  decided 
that  the  two  main  contributors  to  the 
development  of  Marvin’s  character  were  his 
Jewishness  and  his  homosexuality,  and  the 
knowledge  that  he  was  a  member  of  two 
groups  which  have  experienced  genocide.  It 
gave  him  a  bitter  streak  and  a  cynical  way  of 
looking  at  things.  Those  were  the  kinds  of 
things  I  thought  about  Marvin.  And  then  I 
had  to  transfer  those  ideas  —  and  I’m  not  an 
artist  —  to  the  fabric,  something  you  can 
hold  and  feel  and  move  around.  It  just 
works. 

Paul-David:  Certainly  one  aspect  for  me, 
and  I  suppose  for  most  men,  is  the  act  of 
sewing  itself.  I  certainly  have  never  sewn 
anything.  I’m  hardly  the  macho  kind  of  guy, 
but  in  retrospect,  some  of  the  problem  I  en¬ 
countered  grieving  my  friend  Patrick’s 
death  was  probably  the  macho  thing  of  not 
showing  pain.  Using  scissors  and  thread  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church  quilting  bee  in 
Boston. ..well,  there’s  nothing  macho  about 
that.  There  was  nothing  to  hold  that  griev¬ 
ing  in. 

Cleve:  It’s  a  gentle  craft.  A  gentle 
cooperative  craft.  I  always  see  in  my  mind’s 


eye  all  those  prairie  grandmothers  sitting 
down  in  their  Conestoga  wagons  [laughs], 

Paul-David:  This  one  woman,  about 
60-years-old,  was  helping  me  cut  out  the  let¬ 
ters  for  Patrick.  She  had  been  drawn  to  the 
quilting  bee,  I  think,  not  because  of  AIDS, 
but  because  she  was  a  quilter.  As  we  cut  and 
sewed  she  listened  to  me  talk  about  Patrick. 
It  was  an  amazing  moment....  This  reminds 
me  that  I  also  wanted  to  ask  how  you  res¬ 
pond  to  criticism  that  the  Quilt  is  a  gay 
phenomenon? 

Cleve:  We  are  not  a  gay  organization.  We 
are  not  a  political  organization.  I  have  to  say 
though,  that  it  did  take  a  queen  to  come  up 
with  this.  I  was  very  conscious  that  quilting 
is  a  women’s  craft.  I  remember  thinking  in 
the  early  days  before  I  knew  it  was  going  to 
work  that,  if  nothing  else,  there  are  enough 
angry  gay  men  with  sewing  machines  out 
there  to  put  together  something  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights.  The  first  panels  were  made 
almost  entirely  by  gay  men  for  gay  men,  but 
even  that  is  not  exactly  true.  There  have 
been  women  involved  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  —  lesbian  and  straight  women.  Now 
we’re  getting  more  and  more  panels  from  IV 
drug  users. 

I  think  that  at  first  I  used  the  gay  net¬ 
works  to  get  the  thing  going  because  we  were 
getting  ready  for  the  March.  But  once  the 
mainstream  press  got  ahold  of  the  idea,  as 
word  spread  more  and  more,  heterosexual 
people  began  to  contribute  more  and  more. 
The  hemophiliac  community  has  really  step¬ 
ped  forward.  We’re  getting  a  lot  more  for 
children.  While  Black  and  Hispanic  organi¬ 
zations  have  been  sort  of  skeptical  of  us, 
Black  and  Hispanic  people  and  families 
have  been  itilvolved  from  the  very  beginning. 
You  need  only  to  look  at  the  number  of 
Hispanic  names,  or  look  through  the  photo 
file. 

We  are  doing  outreach  to  communities  of 
color  and  what  I’m  interested  in  is  person- 
to-person  contact  with  real  people.  When 
we  do  a  display  in  a  city,  we  tell  the  local 
NAMES  Project  to  find  the  five  largest 
Black  churches  in  the  community  and  find 
the  Catholic  parishes  where  Hispanics  live 
and  talk  to  the  pastor  or  priest.  Go  to 
specific  people  and  say,  “I  want  you  to  do  a 
quilting  bee.  We  want  you  to  do  a  sermon  on 
the  Quilt.  We  want  you  to  pay  for  a  bus  to 
bring  people  to  the  display.”  We  try  to  stay 
away  from  the  rhetoric  and  find  concrete 
ways  to  bring  in  all  people.  We  try  not  to  do 
it  through  organizations  which  are  specifi¬ 
cally  set  up  with  a  political  agenda,  but 
through  more  community-based  things. 

Paul-David:  When  someone  a  hundred  years 
from  now  writes  the  history  of  the  AIDS  epi¬ 
demic,  the  Quilt  will  surely  be  seen  as  one  of 
the  defining  moments.  It  made  the  epidemic 
accessible  to  everyone. 

Cleve:  William  Randolph  Hearst  III,  the 
publisher  of  the  Hearst  newspaper  chain, 
said  in  one  year  we  changed  the  public’s  per¬ 
ception  of  AIDS.  I  believe  that’s  true  to 
some  extent  and  I’m  proud  of  it.  I  think  that 
the  genius  of  the  idea,  if  I  can  be  so  snotty 
about  it,  is  that  at  the  time  we  thought  of  the 
Quilt  nobody  in  the  general  public  would 
look  at  the  AIDS  epidemic.  It  was  sex  and  it 
was  death  and  it  was  just  hideous.  And  it  hit 
people  we  didn’t  like,  so  we  couldn’t  look  at 
it.  The  Quilt  gives  ordinary  people  a  way  to 
look  at  the  epidemic. 

Paul-David:  When  I  was  living  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  my  parents  came  to  visit.  I  didn’t  real¬ 
ly  have  very  much  of  my  gay  community 


that  I  felt  comfortable  sharing  with  them... 

Cleve:  You  should  have  taken  them  to  the 
Stud  [S.F.  bar]! 

Paul-David:  The  Quilt  is  something  I  feel 
proud  to  show  my  parents  out  of  our 
community.  This,  I  can  show  them,  is  what 
we  are  capable  of.  They  can  see  the  pain  that 
I  am  going  through... 

Cleve:  And  they  can  see  the  love  and  the 
sense  of  community  and  the  commitment.  I 
took  my  mom  and  dad  to  see  the  Quilt  when 
it  came  to  Phoenix.  It  really  changed  their 
lives,  too.  My  father  is  very  involved  in  his 
own  work,  but  now  he’s  started  a  Parents 
Against  AIDS  group.  They  never  under¬ 
stood  [before]  why  I  was  so  obsessed  with 
the  gay  community.  When  I  was  working 
for  [S.F.  Mayor]  Art  Agnos,  [my  father] 
kept  saying,  “You’ve  got  to  get  off  Castro 
Street.  You  can  do  more.”  I  didn’t  really 
want  to  get  off  Castro  Street.  I  wanted  to 
work  with  gay  men  and  lesbians.  That’s  my 
love.  And  now  we  have  a  symbol  we  can 
show  people. 

Paul-David:  As  you  said,  the  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject  is  in  many  ways  a  logical  extension  of 
the  kind  of  work  you  have  been  doing  in  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  for  years. 

Cleve:  I’ve  always  just  wanted  for  the  rest  of 
the  world  to  see  us  gay  and  lesbian  people 
for  who  we  are.  To  know  us  is  to  love  us! 
We’re  fabulous  people!  It  seems  a  little 
ironic  to  me  that  I  spent  so  many  years  in  the 
political  arena  with  all  of  the  rhetoric  and  all 
of  the  shouting  and  I’m  not  sure  how  much 
it  helped.  It  helped  our  own  people,  but  I’m 
not  sure  I  was  making  all  of  the  connections 
to  the  world  out  there.  And  now  the  Quilt, 
in  its  own  very  quiet  way  is  making  the  con¬ 
nections  I  was  beginning  to  despair  of  ever 
making.  By  1984,  I  was  really  beginning  to 
think,  “It’s  never  going  to  end.  They’re 
always  going  to  hate  us.  They  will  always  try 
to  kill  us.”  I  really  don’t  feel  that  way  now. 

So  don’t  you  want  to  dish  Randy  Shilts? 
Usually  that’s  all  the  gay  and  lesbian  press 
reporters  want  to  do. 

Paul-David:  To  be  honest,  I  don’t  have  any 
desire  to  do  that.  I  had  this  discussion  with  a 
friend  of  mine  yesterday:  I  figure  as  gay  peo¬ 
ple  we  have  enemies;  I’m  not  convinced 
Randy  Shilts  is  one  of  them.  This’ll  pro¬ 
bably  get  me  in  trouble  with  people  who 
read  GCN ,  but  it  pisses  me  off  that  we  gay 
and  lesbian  people  are  always  trashing  each 
other.  I  disagree  with  [Shilts]  about 
bathhouse  closure.... 

Cleve:  Yeah.  Me,  too.  And  I  won’t  trash 
another  gay  or  lesbian  person  in  public. 

Paul-David:  So,  my  next  question  doesn’t 
have  to  do  with  trashing,  but  can  I  ask  you 
to  briefly  comment  on  some  of  the  problems 
Shanti  has  been  having  recently?  [The  San 
Francisco  Shanti  project  is  a  counselling 
and  housing  program  for  people  with  AIDS. 
Its  practical  support  volunteers  are  similar 
to  the  Support  Services  Team,  or  “Buddy 
Program”  of  the  Boston  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  Shanti  Executive  Director  Jim 
Geary  recently  resigned  in  the  wake  of 
allegations  of  nepotism  and  discrimination 
against  women  and  people  of  color.  Watch 
for  an  upcoming  story  on  Shanti.  — 
Editor’s  note.] 

Cleve:  The  thing  about  Shanti  is  that  it  grew 
too  fast.  I  have  a  lot  of  sympathy  for  Jim 
Geary.  He  may  have  made  some  mistakes,  I 
won’t  comment  on  that.  But  I  know  what 
it’s  like  to  start  a  program  from  scratch. 
Especially  in  the  middle  of  the  AIDS  epi¬ 


demic,  in  the  early  years,  organizations  were 
started  by  the  force  of  a  few  individuals’ 
personalities.  Jim  Geary  did  it  with  the 
Shanti  Project,  and  Bobbi  Campbell,  Bob¬ 
by  Reynolds  and  I  did  it  with  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  AIDS  Foundation. 

There  comes  a  time  when  you  have  to  give 
up  [organizations  to  others].  It  was  really 
hard  for  me  with  the  NAMES  Project.  The 
day  I  had  to  give  up  the  Quilt  was  the  day  we 
displayed  it  in  Los  Angeles  and  I  hated  what 
the  local  NAMES  Project  there  did  with  it. 
They  turned  it  into  a  vaudeville  show.  I  re¬ 
sented  it.  At  the  very  moment  that  it  was  set 
to  begin,  Friday  evening  at  8  p.m.,  April 
7th,  I  believe  it  was,  someone  demolished 
the  power  —  I  don’t  know  how  they  did  it. 
The  whole  thing  was  a  zoo.  It  was  just  horri¬ 
ble.  The  next  morning  I  got  together  with 
my  staff  (it  was  probably  the  last  time  1 
referred  to  them  as  “my  staff”).  I  said,  “I 
don’t  want  to  display  the  Quilt  here.  I  want 
you  to  tell  these  people  that  they  blew  it  and 
that  we’re  just  not  going  to  display  it  here.” 
Of  course,  that  was  the  wrong  thing  to  do 
and  the  staff  overruled  me.  They  said,  “No. 
You’re  wrong  and  we’re  going  to  go  ahead 
and  do  it.”  I  said,  “Well,  fine!  Fuck  you!” 
and  I  got  on  an  airplane.  I  was  so  enraged 
and  so  angry  and  so  scared. 

Finally,  on  the  plane,  1  looked  at  my 
hands.  I  thought,  “Look  at  these  hands.  It’s 
just  too  big  for  these  hands.  These  incredi¬ 
ble  people  that  we’ve  never  met  before  are 
going  to  take  it  over  and  they’re  going  to  do 
it  just  right.  What  you  need  to  do  is  go  home 
and  take  some  Vitamin  C  and  go  to  bed.” 
[laughter]  I’ve  felt  a  lot  better  since  then. 
The  last  thing  I  want  to  say  is  that  the 
NAMES  Project  New  England  is  definitely 
our  best  chapter.  From  the  very  first  time 
that  we  started  communicating  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  Boston,  all  of  us  in  San  Francisco  had 
a  sense  that  we  were  completely  in  sync.  We 
knew  the  Boston  people  wouldn’t  screw  it 
up  with  politics  or  divisions.  And  also,  the 
people  in  Boston  put  together  the  most  fan¬ 
tastic  display  of  the  tour.  More  people  saw 
the  Quilt  in  Boston  than  in  any  other  city 
and  that  was  just  marvelously  exciting  for 
us.  And  then  everything  they  produced  was 
gorgeous.  All  of  their  graphics,  the  posters. 
Everything  was  worded  well.  They  remem¬ 
bered  to  mention  me.  If  you  don’t  say 
anything  else,  tell  the  people  of  Boston  how 
wonderful  they’ve  been  to  the  Quilt.  □ 


As  GCN  goes  to  press,  World  AIDS  Day 
)egins  in  conjunction  with  the  international 
iisplay  of  the  Quilt.  This  day  of  nearly  600 
rvents  in  88  countries  on  six  continents  was 
lesignated  by  the  World  Health  Organiza- 
ion  and  will  attempt  to  provide  education, 
aise  funds,  and  build  organizations  fighting 
UDS. 

According  to  Quilt  display  coordinator 
oe  Vanes,  there  are  40  NAMES  Project 
hapters  in  countries  outside  the  U.S.  and 
Juilt  displays  have  been  coordinated  for 
Vorld  AIDS  Day  in  England,  Norway, 
Australia,  Brazil,  West  Germany  and 
Canada.  Panels  produced  in  each  country 
dll  be  featured.  Quilt  panels  are  also  on 
Iisplay  in  U.S.  cities,  including  Boston;  San 
'rancisco;  New  York;  Atlanta;  Cleveland; 
lanta  Fe,  New  Mexico;  Detroit;  Berkeley 
nd  Monterey,  Calif.;  Portland,  Maine;  and 
httsburgh. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 


HOLIDAY 


DECEMBER  11,  1988  •  3  PM 
DECEMBER  13,  1988  •  8  PM 

JORDAN  HALL 

AT  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 

TICKETS  $18,  $14,  &  $9 

CALL  482-2527 

» 
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The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Boston  Department  of  Health  and 
Hospitals,  is  launching  Phase  II  of  an  ongoing  federally- 
funded  study  of  sexual  transmission  of  HIV  among  gay 
and  bisexual  men. 

We  are  currently  enrolling  sexual  partners,  one  of 
whom  is  HIV-antibody  positive  and  one  of  whom  is 
HIV-antibody  negative. 

The  initial  screening  visit  (to  determine  if  you  and  your 
partner  are  eligible)  consists  of  free  blood  screenings, 
including  HIV-antibody  testing,  a  free  physical  exam, 
and  an  individual  confidential  interview. 

All  gay  and  bisexual  men  in  a  partner  relationship  are 
encouraged  to  call.  Data  strictly  confidential . 

Call  Fenway  Research,  Mon.-Fri.  9-5  at 
267-0849  and  ask  about  the  Partners 
Study. 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partners)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  “no  sex  is  best”  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 

Safer  sex  an  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner's  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubriants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  areful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi's  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
an  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 
Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

Nwoiul  AIDS  Hotline  I  (800)  3«  7514  . 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  (617)  536-7733 
Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston  (617)  262-7248 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston  (617)  437  4200 

Gay  Mens  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington. 
D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women  s  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 
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Insurance 

Continued  from  page  I 

Health  America  agreed  to  pay  $125,000  for 
direct  medical  care  for  low-income  San 
Francisco  residents  with  AIDS.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  also  pay  the  city  $125,000. 

Doe  v.  Connecticut  Mutual  Life 

According  to  GLAD  Lawyer  Kenneth 
Withers,  many  people  who  are  denied  in¬ 
surance  do  not  seek  legal  recourse.  Getting 
people  to  step  forward  and  take  their  cases 
to  court  is  difficult  in  a  discriminatory  en¬ 
vironment,  said  Withers.  He  cited  the  case 
of  Doe  v.  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  In¬ 
surance  as  an  example  of  an  abuse  by  an  in¬ 
surance  company  that  can  be  fought  in  the 
courts. 

Withers’  client,  a  resident  of  Boston’s 
North  Shore  and  known  only  as  John  Doe, 
said  David  Collins,  an  agent  for  Connecticut 
Mutual,  solicited  an  application  for  disabili¬ 
ty  insurance  from  him  in  August  of  1987. 
According  to  a  legal  brief  filed  in 
Massachusetts  Superior  Court,  Collins  told 
Doe  that  the  qualifications  for  coverage  did 
not  require  an  HIV  antibody  test.  Connec¬ 
ticut  Mutual  then  requested  a  blood  test  but 
assured  Doe  that  it  would  not  test  for  HIV. 
After  receiving  a  letter  of  rejection  from  the 
company  due  to  unspecified  blood  test 
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results,  Doe’s  personal  physician  received  a 
letter  informing  him  that  Doe  had  tested 
positive  for  HIV  antibodies.  The  doctor 
then  notified  Doe,  who  was  unaware  of  his 
HIV  status  until  that  point.  Connecticut 
Mutual,  which  did  not  return  several  phone 
calls  from  GCN,  wrote  to  Doe:  “Clearly, 
any  representation  to  (the  plaintiff]  that  we 
did  not  do  HIV  testing  was  not  a  promise 
that  we  would  never  do  HIV  testing.” 

Doe  is  charging  the  company  with  com¬ 
mon  law  deceit,  assault  and  battery  for  lack 
of  informed  consent,  deceptive  solicitation 
and  intentional  invasion  of  privacy.  He  is 
asking  for  $300,000  plus  legal  fees  from 
Connecticut  Mutual. 

Doe  told  GCN,  “I  am  outraged.  I  feel 
totally  betrayed.  It  makes  it  almost  impossi¬ 
ble  for  me  to  get  insurance  of  any  type  in  the 
future.  I  don’t  know  what  will  happen  now 
if  I  get  sick.”  Doe  said  what  made  him  angry 
enough  to  fight  the  company  was  not  the  re¬ 
jection,  but  that  he  was  manipulated  into 
being  tested  for  HIV.  He  said  he  hoped 
publicity  generated  by  his  case  would  inspire 
others  to  come  forward  with  examples  of 
discrimination.  “I  know  there  are  others  in 
the  same  situation  I  am  in.  If  we  get  enough 
support  maybe  we  can  get  the  state  to  take 
action  against  insurance  companies  also.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Beginning  Sunday,  December 4,  were 
reinstating  a  Sunday  tradition  -  Buddies 
Tea  Dance.  Join  us  at  4  pm  for  the  kickoff, 
and  on  Sundays  thereafter.  It's 
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Buddies  is  your  dub  7  days  a  week.  Gay  owned  and 
operated.  Open  from  Noon  until  2  am  daily.  The 
Dameroom  opens  at  9  pm  Monday  -  Thursday,  $3 
cover;  8  pm  Friday  and  Saturday,  $5  cover;  and  on 
Sunday  at  4pm,  $3.  51  Stuart  Street  Boston 

Massachusetts  02116  Info  Line  -330 -8669. 
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•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 

(508)  475-6950 


T\TY  Auctioneer*  Sc  Appraisers 

J  U  4X  p.O.  Box  613 


C  oh  asset,  MA.  02025-1413 


MALLEN  (617)383-0791 


WEDNESDAY,  DEC.  7,  1988 
7:00  PM  (Preview  from5:30) 
K  of  C  Hall,  90  Lovell  St,  N.  Weymouth, MA 

MA  LIC  #  703  10%  Buyers  Premium 

Signed  Panting*  Qnd  Join  Herbert  Alga,  Mac  Bonn  Brown,  J.  Sonon,  Joe  Khacxmk) 
Racks,  ngned  L  &  JO  Sbckley,  Anoque  Chary  drop-leaf  table,  Duncan  Pbyfe  double 
pedesid  table,  Ible  lamp,  txayt  and  boxes,  Vkaonao  tenet,  Delia,  Adveroong  piece*. 
Toy*,  Clndr*.  mrlurfirg  Anaatea  Oy**l  Regulaux,  tegrahan  Banjo,  Set  of  4  Mate  On. 
Hcpplrwtae  ndectaan*(wnb  atmg  niay  nd  naadhpofa  scan),  Ruga  (inckading 
bruded,  booked  nd  onaxaJX  Ora  50  pieces  of  Heaa,  Bateeo  Cinrlmtng  Africa) 
tribal),  Sana  bowk.  Staling  rtidir*.  Pleased  Glen,  Cut  Glaa,  Knife  Boxes,  Bureaus, 
Small  Tkbles  (mcbxteig  oak  An*  aid  Qxfta,  TWig  srd  Hay),  Dmgorotypea.  Black  Art, 
Mabog  Game  Table,  Burrons.ftmed  Sparrufc  Fan,  Sniffed  aomak  and  much  morel 


U.S.  Adult/Adolescent  AIDS  Cases 

as  of  November  14,  1988 

American 
Asian /  Indian/ 

Transmission  Pacific  Alaskan 


Categories 

White 

Black 

Hispanic 

Islander 

Native 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Homosexual/ 

Bisexual  Male 

34.934(78) 

7.516(37) 

4.884  (43) 

346(75) 

43  (S3) 

47,817(68) 

47.817(62) 

Intravenous  (IV) 

Drug  Abuser 

2.973  (  7) 

7.646(38) 

4,507(39) 

15(3) 

13(16) 

11.790(17) 

3.402(52) 

15.192(20) 

Homosexual  Male 
and  IV  Drug  Abuser 

3,339 (  7) 

1.391  (  7) 

803  (  7) 

8(2) 

12(15) 

5,560  (  8) 

S.S60  (  7) 

Hemophilia/ 
Coagulation  Disorder 

616 (  1) 

48(0) 

57(0) 

9(2) 

3<<) 

714 (  1) 

22(0) 

236 (  1) 

Heterosexual 

cases 

633 (  1) 

2.200(11) 

504  (  4) 

IS  (3) 

3(<) 

1.415(2) 

1.944(30) 

3.359  (  4) 

Transfusion, 

Blood/Components 

1.432  (  3) 

306 (  2) 

IS9(  1) 

39(8) 

3(  4) 

1.237  (  2). 

707(11) 

1 .944  (  3) 

Undetermined 

910  (  2) 

958 (  5) 

»'(5) 

<(5) 

1.984  (  3) 

486  (  7) 

2.470  (  3) 

Subtotal 
[%  of  all  cases] 

44,837  (58) 

20.065  [26] 

1 1.46S  [IS] 

464[  1] 

81 1  0] 

70.SI7 |9I] 

6.561 1  9] 

77,078  [100] 

Total  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths:  43.368 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerfy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267  2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH.  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SP0FF0RD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4S45 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
B<cycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-8, 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
dub 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa.  Central  America, 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8S84 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  3S4-I706 

COUNSEUNG 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

S20  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston.  M A  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186'ri  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  8  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 14 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  8  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60l/j  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
3S3-ISOO 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 


ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork. 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(Mental  Health.  Research. 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  4367588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  lor  the  gay  8  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
7762271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
73 1 -101 S 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  l-S  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  37S  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  Sl 
Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  1 1 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all . 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  Ham 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  8  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7S65 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4449. 


The  most  timely  and  comprehensive  statistical  data  about  AIDS  come  from  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  (CDC),  which  issue  weekly  reports.  But  this  information,  though  seemingly  “objective"  numerical 
data,  is  both  limited  and  biased. 

The  CDC,  based  in  Atlanta,  compiles  national  statistics  on  AIDS  (comparable  data  is  not  published  for 
AIDS  Related  Complex  —  ARC)  based  on  reports  from  state  health  departments  and  physicians.  Standard 
diagnostic  forms  are  completed  by  physicians  when  they  diagnose  a  case  and  these  are  sent  to  state  depart¬ 
ments  of  health  or  the  CDC. 

The  CDC  numbers  do  not  account  for  all  people  who  have  AIDS  in  the  U.S.  Not  all  physicians  are  ade¬ 
quately  trained  to  make  an  AIDS  diagnosis,  so  many  people  who  have  AIDS  continue  to  be  misdiagnosed.  In 
addition,  some  doctors  who  are  motivated  to  protect  their  patients  from  the  stigma  attached  to  AIDS 
(sometimes  by  patients  themselves,  or  their  families)  may  be  reluctant  to  report  an  AIDS  diagnosis.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  many  people  who  lack  access  to  adequate  medical  care  —  poor  people,  people  of  color,  IV  drug  users, 
prisoners,  teenagers  and  women  —  will  not  come  in  contact  with  the  people  who  do  the  reporting  and  will 
be  misrepresented  in  the  statistics.  Prisons,  for  example,  are  notorious  for  their  failure  to  recognize  and 
report  cases  of  AIDS. 

It  is  also  important  to  examine  how  the  presentation  of  the  CDC  numbers  is  distorted.  The  categories 
listed  in  the  CDC  table  inaccurately  represent  data  about  transmission.  By  presenting  risk  groups  (primarily 
gay/bisexual  men  and  IV  drug  users)  under  “transmission  categories,”  the  data  tells  us  little  about  which 
high-risk  activities  are  associated  with  the  spread  of  AIDS  and  perpetuates  the  myth  that  certain  kinds  of 
people  are  inherently  carriers  of  the  disease. 

For  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  CDC’s  statistics,  see  the  centerspread  in  GCN,  Vol.  IS,  No.  40.  We 
welcome  your  input  about  the  CDC  numbers  we  print  and  suggestions  about  statistical  information  you 
would  like  to  see.  □ 


Livingston 

Continued  from  page  9 

reasons  of  your  resignation  public? 

Livingston:  I  think  if  there’s  anything  that’s 
the  biggest  problem  within  AIDS  Action 
these  days,  it’s  the  notion  that  discussing 
one’s  real  problems  or  real  feelings  about 
what’s  going  on  is  somehow  disloyal,  too 
emotional,  or  that  one  has  one’s  own  per¬ 
sonal  agenda  or  is  out  of  step  with  the 
organization.  Rather  than  encouraging  a 
diversity  of  opinions  and  communications, 
there’s  a  lot  of  feeling  that  runs 
underground  with  no  place  to  resolve  or 
discuss  disputes.  And  I  think  for  that 
reason,  many  volunteers  with  a  lot  of  energy 
and  a  lot  of  compassion  and  a  lot  of  strong 
feelings  about  AIDS  have  left  AIDS  Action. 
And  probably  their  leaving  has  been  a  relief 
to  the  insiders. 

If  I  felt  frustrated  that  things  weren’t  hap¬ 
pening  or  that  [a]  decision  had  somehow 
disappeared  and  nothing  had  been  done, 
there  is  an  ethic  that  exists  at  AIDS  Action 
that  says  “Don’t  talk  about  it.” 

I  have  a  broad  base  of  support,  personal 
support  as  well  as  organizational  support, 
and  I  feel  comfortable  speaking  out.  And 
apparently  many  of  my  predecessors  — 
volunteers,  staff  people  —  who  have  left 
out  of  frustration  and  for  other  reasons, 
haven’t  been  willing  or  comfortable  enough 
to  speak  out. 

And  people’s  reputations  have  been  hurt 
when  they  have  dared  to  speak  out  against 
AIDS  Action  and  haven’t  done  so  in  quite 
the  manner  that  was  deemed  appropriate. 
So  people  are  afraid  to  speak  out. 

I  feel  like  it’s  a  reflection  of  the  climate  I, 
in  fact,  helped  to  create  within  AIDS  Action 
by  being  a  supporter  of  AIDS  Action  and 
some  of  their  political  views,  and  not 
fighting  hard  enough  to  make  the  organiza¬ 
tion  more  responsive.  I  counted  myself  as 
identified  with  the  group  that  made  it  dif¬ 
ficult  for  people  who  disagreed  to  speak  out. 

GCN:  What  changes  would  you  like  to  see  at 
AIDS  Action?  How  would  you  envision  its 
improvements? 

Livingston:  For  example,  there  are  Board 
elections  coming  up.  [Some]  would  like  to 
expand  the  range  of  people  who  are  included 
in  AIDS  Action  policy  discussions,  so  that 
means  doing  a  broader  advertizing  of  board 
openings  and  being  open  to  having 


newcomers  and  people  who  are  “different” 
as  AIDS  Action  insiders.  There’s  a  group  of 
people  within  AIDS  Action,  spearheaded  by 
Larry  Kessler,  who  are  very  threatened  by 
the  notion  of  expanding  the  number  and 
diversity  of  people  at  a  policy-making  level. 
One  way  of  blocking  that  expansion  was  to 
argue  that  advertizing  widely  for  new  Board 
members  might  result  in  hard  feelings  on  the 
part  of  applicants  not  selected. 

Another  way  to  do  that  would  be  to  have 
more  people  of  color  and  more  women  in 
policy-making  positions.  In  the  staff  expan- 

“[T]he  organization  is  in 
difficult  waters  politically, 
when  the  organization  is 
protecting  ties  to  mainstream 
political  networks  who  at  the 
same  time  are  espousing 
homophobic  policy.  ” 

sion,  we  almost  doubled  the  number  of 
senior  staff  positions.  That  will  never  hap¬ 
pen  again,  I  predict.  I  hope  the  epidemic 
doesn’t  go  on  that  long.  But  here  was  a  uni¬ 
que  opportunity  to  increase  not  only  senior 
staff  positions  but  also  middle  management 
positions  and  the  executive  director  added 
an  assistant  to  be  his  right-hand  person.  Of 
the  four  new  senior  staff  positions,  two  were 
very  quickly  filled  internally  by  known 
senior  staff  people.  That’s  not  unusual  but 
the  Board  was  under  the  impression  there 
would  be  a  national  search  for  these  people. 
There  was  no  search. 

The  two  positions  that  were  vacated  are 
being  advertized  nationally.  Because  of  the 
fear  that  neither  of  these  two  senior  staff 
positions  would  be  filled  by  people  of  color, 
the  Board  mandated  that  one  of  these  posi¬ 
tions  had  to  be  filled  by  a  person  of  color. 
The  interpretation  that  was  made  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  and  senior  staff  around  that 
particular  mandate  from  the  Board  was  “I 
[Kessler]  could  go  ahead  and  fill  it  but  then 
I’d  need  to  come  to  you  and  tell  you  why  I 
didn’t  fill  it  with  a  person  of  color.”  That’s 
the  way  things  happen  in  AIDS  Action.  The 
Board  makes  a  very  clear  mandate  and  then 
whatever  the  executive  director  and  senior 
staff  feel  should  happen  is  what  actually 
happens...  and  the  Board  action  gets  lost  in 
the  shuffle.  □ 
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happen  to  be  a  Black  person  with  an 
M.S.W.,  you  can  make  more  money  work¬ 
ing  for  state  agencies  like  DYS  [Department 
of  Youth  Services]  or  DSS  [Department  of 
Social  Services]  than  you  can  make  here. 

GCN:  Could  you  tell  me  what  the  general 
range  is  of  the  senior  staff  positions? 

Kessler  Yes,  the  range  is  $33,000  to  $40,000. 
We  have  had  applicants  who  we  have  even 
recruited  and  gone  after  who  are  making 
close  to  $50,000  at  state  agencies  and  they’re 
not  about  to  leave  those  jobs  to  come  work 
at  AIDS  Action.  Even  in  cities  with  a  higher 
Black  population  like  Washington, 
Philadelphia,  and  Chicago,  AIDS  groups 
have  the  same  problem.  If  you  are  an 
educated  Black  in  America  or  educated 
Hispanic  and  have  a  master’s  degree,  you 
can  pretty  well  name  your  price.... 

If  I  found  a  great  candidate,  I  wouldn’t 
even  hold  to  the  M.S.W. thing  or  to  an  MA 
[Master’s  degree],  but  its  been  difficult  fin¬ 
ding  people  with  BAs  [Bachelor’s  degrees] 
—  although  we  have  hired  people  who  don’t 
have  BAs.  Again,  we  are  trying  to  be  as  af¬ 
firmative  as  possible.... 

Another  point  which  I  feel  is  really  old,  old 
news  [is  what  Laurie  Livingston  says]  about 
ACT  UP  [Boston]  and  MASS  ACT  OUT.  1 
think  over  the  summer  our  relationships 
with  both  groups  have  improved  dramatically 
because  of  a  greater  understanding  that  we 
have  a  different  mission  than  they  have  and 
they  have  a  different  mission  than  we  have. 
I’m  particularly  pleased  with  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  ACT  UP. 

GCN:  How  would  you  define  the  different 
missions? 

Kessler:  Well,  ACT  UP  is  a  political  group 
whereas  we’re  a  service  group.  And  their 
focus  is  to  improve  research  opportunities 
and  access  to  treatment  protocol.  That’s 
their  main  point  as  I  see  it  at  this  point. 

GCN:  ACT  UP  clearly  defines  itself  as  a 
political  group  and  AIDS  as  a  political  issue. 
Does  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  define 
AIDS  as  political? 

Kessler:  We  define  our  agency  as  a  service 
and  education  agency.  Laurie  says  that  we 
don’t  feel  [AIDS]  is  political.  It  certainly  is 
political.  We’re  not  a  political  agency,  that’s 
the  difference.  AIDS  is  a  political  issue. 

GCN:  In  what  sense? 

Kessler:  AIDS  is  a  sort  of  metaphor  under 
which  everything  that’s  wrong  with  our 
society  gets  highlighted.  When  you  drop 
AIDS  in  any  one  particular  social  system, 
you  see  the  prejudice  —  to  be  specific,  the 
homophobia  and  the  addictophobia. 

You  can  see  the  weaknesses  in  the  health 
care  system.  You  can  see  how  soft  home  care 
is  for  people  with  catastrophic  illness.  You 
can  see  the  shortcomings  of  the  insurance 
system  as  we  know  it  —  the  private  in¬ 
surance.  It  shows  how  weak  we  are  on  sex 
education.  ^ 

GCN:  And  how  does  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  address  the  politics  of  AIDS? 

Kessler  Well,  we  address  it  in  a  number  of 
ways.  For  instance,  when  we  go  into 
hospitals  to  work  with  the  staff  around  in¬ 
fection  control  measures  or  psycho-social 
care  of  someone  with  AIDS,  we  talk  about 
their  AIDS  phobia.  But  we  also  say,  ‘‘What 
are  you  doing  to  address  your 
homophobia?” 

A  more  political  group  might  take  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  throwing  up  a  picket  line  around  a 
hospital  or  something.  I  mean,  there’s  cer¬ 
tainly  a  time  and  a  place  for  that,  but  that 
doesn’t  change  hearts  or  minds  as  the  one- 
on-one  walking  people  through  their  fears 
does. 

GCN:  When  1  mentioned  politics,  I  was 
thinking  of  the  Legislative  Subcommittee  at 
AIDS  Action.  What  is  your  response  to 
Laurie  Livingston’s  statement  that  AIDS 
Action  is  heavily  involved  in  “mainstream” 
politics? 

Kessler  We  are  involved  in  politics  in  that 
sense.  You  see,  I  think  there  are  three  kinds 
of  politics.  There’s  politics  with  a  capital  P, 
there’s  politics,  and  there’s  politics  with  a 
capital  P,  capital  O,  capital  L.  1  sort  of  see 
us  in  the  middle  group.  We  do  devote  a  por¬ 
tion  of  our  budget  (under  10  percent )  to  lob¬ 


bying.  We  have  a  lobbyist  who  works 
primarily  on  [Beacon]  Hill  here.  We’  re  not 
the  only  AIDS  group  with  a  lobbyist.  I 
would  say  there  are  at  least  15  groups  now 
that  have  a  lobbyist. 

GCN:  One  of  the  concerns  that  Laurie  Liv¬ 
ingston,  as  a  former  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  raised  was  “AIDS  Action  has 
been  protecting  ties  to  mainstream  political 
networks  who  at  the  same  time  are  espous¬ 
ing  homophobic  policy.” 

Kessler:  I  disagree  with  her.  I  don’t  think 
that’s  true.  Does  it  mean  that  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  with  legislators  who 
sometimes  vote  against  some  of  the  other 
issues  we’re  concerned  about  as  individuals? 
Absolutely,  because  we  live  in  a  real  world 
here....  That’s  the  nature  of  politics,  and  if 
you  don’t  understand  that,  you’re  not  going 
to  win  most  of  the  things  you  need  to  win. 
And  our  greatest  heroes  have  taught  us  that. 

Harvey  Milk,  Martin  Luther  King  — 
anybody  who  has  been  in  the  forefront  of 
change  has  realized  they  have  to  negotiate 
and  they  have  to  make  deals.  Look  at  David 
Scondras,  for  instance.  I  had  to  laugh  a  few 
weeks  ago  when  he  came  out  so  strongly  for 
Dukakis.  This  was  the  man  who  under  no 
circumstances  could  vote  for  Dukakis.  But 
over  the  course  of  the  summer,  I  think  he 
began  to  realize  that  Bush  was  bad  news, 
that  Dukakis  was  bad  news  too  but  maybe 
not  as  bad  as  Bush  was  gonna  be,  and  that 
there  were  only  two  choices. 

GCN:  Let’s  talk  about  the  Board  again. 
Laurie  Livingston  has  said  that  there  was  a 
notion  among  board  members  that  it  was 
important  to  maintain  a  focus  that  was 
grassroots.  Is  that  your  understanding? 

Kessler:  I  think  that’s  her  understanding. 
That’s  not  the  understanding  the  Board  has. 

I  think  that  understanding  went  out  the  win¬ 
dow  two  or  three  years  ago. 

You  can’t  have  a  democratic  process  that 
involves  1400  volunteers  when  you’re  trying 
to  make  fairly  fast  decisions. 

The  Board  is  really  the  body  that’s 
responsible  for  the  fiduciary  conditions  of 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Their  main 
responsibility  is  to  keep  this  thing  afloat. 
Grassroots?  No.  Curbstone?  Maybe. 
(Laugh) 

What  I  think  Laurie  was  yearning  for  or 
hoping  for  was  1983  when  we  were  involved 
with  75  people.  A  lot  of  things  were  done 
collectively  then.  But  those  days  are  gone.D 
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a  right-wing  on  AIDS,  and  ACT  UP  is  the 
left-wing,  which  helps  us  come  up  with  the 
moderate  position.  ACT  UP  has  no  con¬ 
straints.  They  just  make  demands  —  which 
helps  move  people.”  Sheridan  added  that 
ACT  UP’s  demands  are  often  unrealistic. 
“There  are  many  grey  areas  in  the  AIDS 
debate.  For  example,  they  demand  that  the 
FDA  release  all  drugs  even  though  regula¬ 
tions  are  sometimes  necessary.  ACT  UP  ex¬ 
presses  rage  —  they  don’t  ask  questions.” 

But  Stegall  said  ACT  UP  is  not  necessari¬ 
ly  a  “radical”  group  any  longer.  “Although 
we  may  use  radical  techniques,  most  public 
health  officials  have  come  to  agree  with  our 
positions.  Most  of  the  attenders  agreed  with 
our  positions.  It’s  on  the  federal  level  that 
we  get  major  opposition.”  Stegall  did  agree 
that  ACT  UP  plays  the  complementary  role 
to  mainstream  AIDS  organizations  by 
demanding  change  from  outside  medical 
and  political  institutions. 

HHS  usually  communicates  better  with 
AIDS  organizations,  said  Stephen  Beck,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  NAPWA.  He  said  the 
“Hollywood”-style  conference  was  a  large¬ 
ly  ceremonial  event  designed  more  for 
health  officials  to  lobby  for  jobs  in  the  Bush 
administration  than  to  combat  AIDS.  “A 
lot  of  posturing  and  resume  building  goes  on 
when  a  new  administration  is  set  to  take  over 
and  Congress  is  on  vacation.  It’s  a  lull 
period  and  the  conference  was  not  designed 
to  do  much....  ACT  UP  is  to  be  credited  for 
bird  dogging  the  HHS  in  a  slow  period.  It’s 
valid  to  say  ‘where’s  the  urgency?’  ”  □ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Overweight  gay  man  seeks  other  overweight  gay  man  to  form 
weight  loss  support  group.  GCN  Box  501. _ (24) 

MT.  HOLYOKE  LESBIAN  ALUMNI 
Network  Forming.  Send  long  S.A.S.E.  and  ideas  to  D. 
Albino,  32  Elm  St.,  Cambridge.  MA  021 39. _ (25) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman  - 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  (508)  744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
(29) _ 

LESBIAN  PROFESSORS  UNITE! 

LF  Univ.  prof,  seeks  same  to  form  support  group  for  tenure, 
writing  politics,  etc.  Call  Karen  (617)  391-5052. _ (21) 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr /week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 

WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Come  celebrate  our  8th  annual  holiday  season  at  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.  Cambridge.  First  3  weekends  in  Dec.,  Sat.  11am- 
5pm,  Sun,  12pm-5pm. _ (22) 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

*  Family  Law 
•Real  Estate  Transfers 
*Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
•Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  021 39~ 
(617)  876-7099 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7860 


hij  'Bar Ur  9{ftuetrk  6  A  CefibnaU  trade  nfhan^r  far 

ueamyn  -  identified -  ueemyn 

A  trade  e\efiange  ij: 

a  business  that  lists  other  business  who  are  villing  to 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchange  of 
goods/services.  Through  a  trade  exchange  you  receive 
many  benefits  including,  higher  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  calling . . . 

1  800  -  42*  -  71«4  or  S13  -  7«7  -  JIM 

via  post  113  E.  Whitman  St  Yellov  Springs,  Ohio  45387 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

1  __  (Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


i 


PERSONAt  HEAtTH 


•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

/  —  1765  Beacon  Street,  Brookllnw  232-1459^-- 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Nwd  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheei  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S«  per  word  (35«  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

D  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  : :  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

□  21 -30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 

$ 

$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


»#/ 


lift: 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


SERVING  THE  GAY, S  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Massage 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 

medical  services  •  HIV  outpatient  treatment 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  267-0900 

counseling  •  research  •  community  services 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


HELP  WANTED 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Promotions/Classified 
Advertising 
Coordinator 


Use  direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  adver¬ 
tising,  free  distribution,  renewal  campaigns, 
and  other  strategies  to  increase  subscription 
and  newsstand  sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and 
process  weekly  classified  advertising.  Par¬ 
ticipate  in  weekly  workings  of  GCN,  in¬ 
cluding  staff  meetings,  collaborating  on 
editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  creative,  and  organizational 
skills.  Experience  in  design  or  public  relations 
a  plus. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  eligibility  for  ADW 
Workers  Trust  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave  and  four  weeks 
annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  as  soon  as  possible  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


MODERN  TIMES  CAFE,  CAMBRIDGE 

Prep  cook  and  weekend  wait-staff  sought.  Work  in  a 
pleasant,  women-orientcd  environment.  Call  (617) 
354-8371, _ (23) 

PART-TIME  OFFICE  MANAGER 
for  progressive  singer-songwriter  Fred  Small.  12-20 
hrs/wk,  $9/hr.,  flexible  schedule,  friendly  environment. 
Easy  data  entry,  filing,  minimal  word  processing,  etc. 
(617)  497-1416  (Cambridge). _ (22) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

for  Western  New  York  AIDS  Program,  a  non-profit 
agency,  funded  in  part  by  the  NY  State  Health  Dept., 
providing  AIDS  education  and  direct  client  services  to  8 
counties  of  WNY.  Successful  applicant  will  have  proven 
administrative  experience  in  fiscal  and  human  resource 
management,  grant  development  and  implementation, 
fund  raising,  public  relations,  volunteer  management 
and  familiarity  with  support  service  delivery  to  a  patient 
population.  Excellent  written  and  verbal  communica¬ 
tion/people  skills,  ability  to  devlop  and  maintain  strong 
rapport  with  other  service  providers,  media  and  com¬ 
munity  representatives,  is  essential.  Applicant  must  be 
sensitive  to  diverse  AIDS  issues.  The  Executive  Director 
is  responsible  to  a  community  Board  of  Directors.  A 
B.S.  degree  is  required,  Masters  preferred.  Salary  in  30’s 
with  benefits.  Resumes  received  by  Friday,  Dec.  2,  1988 
to:  Search  Committee,  WNYAP,  220  Delaware  Ave., 
Suite  512,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14202.  No  phone  calls.  EOE. 
(21) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

HELP  WANTED 


STOP  US  WAR  IN  CENTRAL  AMERICA! 

Fundraise  for  political  change  by  phone!  3-4  even- 
ings/wk,  $7. 15/hr.,  sales/political  experience  helpful. 
Call  NECAN  at  491^4205! _ (23) 

PART-TIME  PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT 
Many  positions  available  as  PCA  or  back-up  PCA  for  a 
diabled  writer.  Helping  me  to  shower,  dress.  No  lifting, 
but  perfer  those  with  strength  or  balance.  I  live  in  J.P. 
S7.10  per  hour.  No  taxes.  Call  (617)  232-5956.  Let  it 
ring; _ _ _ (22) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GAY 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  021 16. _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street.  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

We  found  our  third.  We  need  one  more  to  complete  our 
home.  We  are  3LFs.  Our  apartment  is  the  second  and 
third  floor  of  a  house.  Spacious,  sunny,  woodstove, 
close  to  Orange  and  Green  Lines.  Semi-foop,  veggie 
225  plus,  Call  (617)522-9351. _ (21) 

Boston-Fort  Hill:  Large,  luxurious,  new  2  bedroom  in 

renovated  Queen  Anne  Victorian  quiet  home.  Fenced 
yard.  Gardens,  deck,  parking.  Friendly,  safe  communi¬ 
ty.  Pets,  no  smoking  or  drugs.  $925,  security,  last 
month,  references.  445-1220. _ (2)) 

JLFj  and  2  cats  seek  housemate  for  vegetarian  cooperative  J.P. 

home.  Lots  of  light  and  space,  hardwood  floors,  wash.fdryer, 
fireplace,  yard,  porches,  SJMfmo.,  heated,  rent  control.  Call 
Annie  or  Carol.  (H7)  52245*1.  (221 

SOMERVILLE 

2LF  seek  F  for  sunny  3BR  in  Winter  Hill.  Roomy,  bay 
windows,  hardwood,  porches,  parking,  quiet  road.  Seek 
L/Bi  25-plus,  responsible,  professional,  sense  of  humor, 
for  friendly  independent  home.  Sorry,  no  smok¬ 
ing/drugs.  $300  plus  utilities.  Call  623-5535.  (22) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate"  offer; 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


NORTHBRIDGE 

1  LF  and  2F  seek  ILF  25  plus  to  share  large  3  story 

apartment,  175  plus  utilities.  Call  Connie  (508) 
234-4960,  after  5pm,  Tues.-Sat.  (22) 

2LF  seek  3rd  for  large  Brighton  apt.  in  house.  No  smok¬ 
ing,  vegetarian,  must  love  pets,  no  more  please.  $300 
plus.  Call  254-0407.  (22) 

3LF  sk  LF  25-plus  to  share  friendly  indep.  apt.  in  Bel¬ 
mont  w/us  and  cat.  No  smoke,  drugs.  Pkg.  $256-plus. 
484-5319  or  484-8527, _ (21) 

Seeking  2F  roommates  to  join  3F  in  multiracial 
household  in  JP.  250-plus  avail,  immed.  Keep  trying  in 
p.m.  524-1303,  leave  a  message. _ (21) 

NEWTONVILLE 

Two  friendly  LF's  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  large  house. 
Semi-coop.  No  alcohol,  smoke,  drugs.  $350  plus  last 
month's  rent.  Room  includes  half  bath.  965-0648.  (21) 

2  LF's  looking  for  LF  to  share  sunny,  homey  JP  apt. 

near  T  and  parks.  Avail.  Jan.  1 .  Pets  ok.  $335-plus.  Call 
322-4368. _ (21) 

LAWRENCE 

Fun  LF  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  beautiful  2  bdrm 
townhouse  in  Lawrence.  One  mile  to  routes  93  and  495. 
Washer/dryer,  parking.  $375  plus.  (508)  689-3528.  (21) 

2  LFs,  28  and  23,  seek  non-smoking,  vegetarian  LF  with 

sense  of  humor  for  beautiful  Somerville  apartment. 
Have  cat  who  wants  feline  companion.  Available  1/1 
$3 10 plus.  776-7909, _ (j)) 

LF  wanted  to  share  great  apt  in  JP.  Close  to  T  off  street 

parking  avail  now  Dec.  $350  pus.  non-smoker. 
524-4087, _ _ _ (21) 

L  seeks  L  for  sunny  6  room  apartment  in  Cambridge 

near  Fresh  Pond  $390  plus  utilities.  Available  1/1. 
Porch,  garden,  w/d.  Easy  access  to  Harvard  Sq.  Non- 
sir.oker.  876-2653. _  (21) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

L  F  vegetarian  seeks  responsible  older  roommate  for  sun¬ 
ny.  large  5  room  apt  Dec.  through  Aug  W  alk  to  Green 
St. ,  Orange  Line.  $225  plus.  Call  522-1651 . _ (21) 

LF.  32,  and  mellow  dog  seek  responsible,  easy-going  LF 
to  share  spacious  2BR  apt.  in  No.  Reading  farmhouse.  2 
floors,  sun  deck,  large  yard.  35-45  min.  to  Metro- 
Boston,  $345  plus.  (506)664-0428.  (21) 


VACATIONS 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails  and  then  un¬ 
wind  in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  Our 
100  scenic  acres  and  19  cozy  rooms  are  just  what  you 
need.  Inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby. 
Great  mid-week  discounts!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN, 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (35) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Cozy  Farmhouse/Inn  nestled  in  Vermont’s  mountains. 
X-country  ski  from  our  door,  downhill  nearby  at  Stowe. 
Lesbian  owned  and  operated.  Gay  men  welcome.  Veg. 
meals,  smoke-free.  Call  (802)  533-7772, _  (27) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 

Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  'round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  en¬ 
trances  and  free  parking.  Continental  breakfasts,  com¬ 
mon  area  with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Central 
Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657. _  (27) 


APARTMENTS 


APT.  W/VIEW 

Sunny  Somerville  apt.  1  BR,  off  street  parking,  w/d,  near 
Union  Square,  beautiful  view,  avail.  January  1st.  550.00  in- 
dudes  heat.  776-7387.  Lv.  message. _ _  (21) 

Lf  SKS  TENANTS  -  MAIDEN 

Large  3  BR  with  low  traffic  office  possibilities.  Hdwd  firs, 
parking,  very  nice,  safe  area,  near  T,  pets  okay,  $1000,  Karen, 
391-5052. _ (21) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  bedrooms,  modem  kitchen,  D/D,  one-car  garage,  rear 
deck,  laundry,  fresh  paint,  hardwood  floors,  walk-in  closet, 
dead  end  street,  walk  to  T.  $1,000  no  fee.  (617)  524-5238. 
Leave  message. _ (21) 

FREE  TANK  OF  HEAT  OIL 

Ashmont  sta.  One  bedroom  apt.  $580.  Washer/dryer 

hookup.  No  pets.  Prefer  couple.  Owner  occupied.  825-0215. 

(21) _ 


PUBLICATIONS 


PUBLICATIONS 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference  ' 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
00b,  Dept.  GCN,  2423,  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ jex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  Ml 
48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  1001 1 .  _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/inlernational  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009, _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142, _ (ex) 


Volunteer 

Proof-readers  News  Note 
writers  Envelope  stuff ers 
Fundraisers  Graphic 
artists  Journalists 
Illustrators  Essayists 
Typesetters  Prisoner 
support  Past  e-u  p 
people  Book  reviewers 
Photographers 
Cartoonists 
Computer  jocks  Typists 

at 

GCN 

Call  426-4469 


BOOKS 


MOVERS 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley.  MA  02181. _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MANfBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

- - -iij-W _  _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU«5522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

£rom  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
’  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
’  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

-  2Z 6-1848 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, I 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. I 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  oLanAP^Sh^!! 


HIV  at  Framingham 

I‘ve  recently  found  out  I’m  HIV  positive.  They 
now  make  me  wash  my  clothes  separately,  use  a 
separate  bucket  and  mop,  shower  last  for  clean¬ 
ing  purposes,  etc.  etc.  All  guards  have  been  in¬ 
formed  of  my  ‘status’  and  I’m  being  treated  like 
an  animal,  with  intentional  infliction  of  mental 
distress.  I  know  this  is  not  right  but  I  don’t 
know  what  I  can  do  about  it.  [GCN  suggests 
I  you  contact  the  Women’s  Health  &  Learning 
|  Center,  20  West  St,  Boston,  MA  02111.  (617) 
|  402-0747.  They  have  an  excellent  program  for 
HIV  positive  women  at  Framingham.} _ 

Young  gay  woman  seeking  sincere  relationships 
I  from  Gay  Community.  Likes  prisoners  rights, 
I  poetry  &  drawing.  Every  reply  answered.  Your 
I  photo  gets  mine.  Clara  (‘Cece’)  WITTLER, 
I A151937  Box  357,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
I  Pines  FL  33024. 


RESISTERS! 

Remember,  they  haven’t  got  I 
ROOM  to  put  you  ALL  in  the 
hole  (if  you  stick  together). 
Think  about  it. 

This  is  something  outsiders  seem  to  forget  when  doing  I 
-IVIL  DISOBEDIENCE:  there  isn't  ROOM  in  the 
'holding'  facilities  to  put  large  numbers  of  people  away 
more  than  momentarily.  Ana  the  court  dockets  are  too  j 
full  to  deal  with  large  numbers  too! 

ON  “COMING  OUT” 

One  sure  way  to  make  it  hard  for  prisoners 
coming  out  of  prison  to  make  it  on  the  outside 
is  to  not  give  them  enough  support/time  to  get 
started  again  with  a  job  and  housing. 

This  is  just  what  this  society's  prison 
system  does  with  its  LACK  of  job  training, 
education  and  job/housing  placement  services; 
and  it's  what  all  of  us  contribute  to  with  our  | 
attitude”  toward  “ex-cons’ 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  a  penpal  of  yours  asks  I 
for  some  help  in  finding  work  or  a  temporary 
place  to  live.  Their  getting  out  on  parole  this 
year,  rather  than  a  year  (or  more!)  later,  very 
likely  depends  on  having  a  ‘sponsor’  or  a  ‘job  & 
housing’  plan  in  place  BEFORE  they  get  out  (!) 

You  would  do  a  real  service  for  prisoners  in 
your  state  or  area  if  you  would  let  us  (or  a  local 
prisoner  support  group  near  you)  know  what 
kinds  of  resources  of  this  type  exist. 

A  VERY  large  percentage  (if  not  most!)  of 
prisoners  are  inside  for  ‘parole  violations’  often 
due  to  not  having  been  able  to  get  a  iob  and 
housing  before  they  ran  out  of  the  couple  bucks  ( 
the  prison  gave  them  (if  anything)  when  they  j1 
got  out. 


TEXAS  LEGAL  EAGLES!! 

Important  recent  legal  decision  (with  opinion) 
regarding  those  convicted  of  sex  with  minors 
available  from  the  prisoner  who  won  the  case:  J 
Lester  Boutwell,  1114  South  41st,  Temple  TX 
7 65QL.  Write  him  for  a  copy. 

jlwould  like  to  have  a  friend  to  write  to.  My 
[family  and  old  friends  are  in  Oregon,  but  I’ll 
(never  go  back  there.  I’m  bi  and  it  would  be 
I  great  to  get  mail.  Edward  COTTRELL,  050585, 
IPO  Box  1100  (CL1-C  dorm;  PC),  Avon  Park 
FL  33825. _ 

WRITER  —  l‘m  half  Puerto  Rican  and  half  I 

I  Black,  raised  in  Chicago,  Gemini,  love  playing 
I  chess,  cards  and  love  to  write.  Now  that  I  have  | 
I  ample  time,  I’m  working  on  a  novel.  1  love  men  | 
|  ana  would  like  to  have  someone  to  write  to. 
Gilbert  MARTINEZ,  A63863,  PO  Box  515,; 
Joliet  IL  60432. 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  any  gay  person  that ' 

wants  someone  to  write.  I’m  interested  in  learn- 
ing  more  about  race  relations  and  sex.  Titus  J 
YOUNG,  432731  Eastham,  Lovelady  TX  1 
75851. _ 

■  MUSCULAR  AND  HAIRY:  I’m  interested  in’ 
[meeting  extremely  muscular  and  hairv-chested 
lmen.  My  interests  include  poetry  and  meeting 
|people.  Will  answer  all.  Robert  RUTLEDGE, 
101413,  MN  104,  PO  Drawer  1072,  Arcadia  FL  j 
3382  L 


I  34  yr  old  bisexual  Black  man  interested  in  cor- 
;  respondence.  Lawrence  STEWART,  A-0521 16, 
|PO  Box  279,  East  Palatka  FL  32031. _ 

ot,  Hard  &  Throbbing:  Would  love  to  hear 
[  from  you  GMs,  TVs,  &  TSs  for  friendship  and 
lasting  relationships.  Free  or  prisoners.  Sup- 
I  porter  of  NAMBLA.  If  any  of  you  hot  dick 
[suckers  want  this  7”  of  blood-filled  flesh,  just 
|  send  an  ‘embossed’  stamped  envelope  (for  rep¬ 
ly)  to:  Tommy  BLANKENSHIP,  195152,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

Gay  Christian  would  like  to  hear  from  other  gay 
and  lesbian  Christians.  David  BERRYMAN, 
D-28488,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


Everyone  is  welcome  to  write  me.  I  will  answer 
all.  I  can  write  prisoners  too.  Thanks  again  for 
everything!  Gilbert  GONZALES,  335815  Darr- 
ington,  Rt  3  Box  59,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 
Come  on  TVs  &  TSs!  l‘m  witty,  outgoing,  semi¬ 
wild,  love  mellowing  out  music,  and  would  love 
to  meet  TVs  and  TSs  of  all  ages.  No  prisoners 
please.  Age  or  color  doesn’t  matter.  Earl 
MAYFIELD,  392766,  PO  Box  4500,  Tennessee 

Colony  TX  75861. _ 

[I  am  a  Black  Drag  Queen  (‘Karen’)  looking  for' 
|a  Big  Black  Hunk  to  write  to.  My  hobbies  are 
|  reading,  soul  music,  and  writing  long  sexy  let¬ 
ters.  I  would  like  a  man  out  in  the  free  world.  A 
[photo  would  be  nice.  Robert  JACKSON, 

1 450568,  Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. 

2  yean  of  ISOLATION 
|As  you  might  guess  it  gets  awfully  lonely  here 
[sometimes  and  many  of  us  are  starved  for  out- 
hide  contact.  I’d  like  to  meet  that  sweet  ef¬ 
feminate  someone  to  share  some  special 
■thoughts  and  feelings  with.  1  like  good  books, 
|  movies,  theatre,  music,  photography  and  the 
[outdoors  (and  more!)  Let’s  be  friends.  Johnny 
[LUTTRELL,  32678-138,  Box  1000,  Marion  IL 
[62959. _ 

[Lonely  Balck  Bisexual  Butch  Male  would  like  to 

[meet  or  correspond  with  any  lonely  gay  or 
| bisexual  person  for  lasting  pen  relationship.  I'm 
|  very  muen  into  building  my  body  and  am  proud 
|  of  my  development.  Wouldn’t  you  like  to  go  to 
|  the  gym  with  me?  Please  write.  Ronnie  BARN- 
1HILL,  350688  BB-217-T,  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd, 
[  Daytona  Beach  FL  32014. _ 

|  Prison  life  as  fantasy... 

|  I’ve  been  here  for  several  years  now  with  very 
|  little  contact  with  the  outside  world,  but  this 
|  contact  is  the  only  way  a  person  can  stay  in 
I  touch  with  reality.  Prison  life  is  almost  a  fan- 
|tasy  by  comparison.  I’m  41,  enjoy  music  (easy 
|  listening  and  soft  rock),  love  the  outdoors,  ar- 
[chery,  hiking  and  the  change  of  seasons.  I’m  in- 
|  terested  in  corresponding  with  someone.  Jerry 
DAVIS,  081563-1332,  Box  1 100,  Avon  Park  FL 
[33825. 
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Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 


3  Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  hosts  the  7th  Annual  Community 
Recognition  Awards  dinner.  China  Pearl  Restaurant,  9 
Tyler  St.  6pm.  $25  (limited  number  of  low  income  tickets 
available).  Info:  617/789-3730. 

Cambridge  □  Cambridge  Lesbian  Potluck.  6:30pm. 

Info:  617/491-3548. 

Cambridge  □  Eighth  Annual  Women's  Craft  Market. 

Open  the  first  3  weekends  in  December.  186  Hampshire 
St.  Ilam-5pm. 

4  Sunday 

Boston  □  AIDS  Benefit  Concert  for  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  with  the  Arlington  Street 
Church  Choir  and  the  Emmanual  Chamber  Orchestra. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  3pm.  Suggested 
donation  $l2/$8. 

Boston  □_  Frontrunners  sponsors  The  Yuletide 
Stride,  to  benefit  people  with  AIDS.  5-mile  race  begins 
and  ends  on  Charles  St.  between  Boston  Common  and 
the  Public  Garden.  Noon.  $10-15  entry  fee.  Info: 
617/266-6294  or  267-2996. 

Somerville  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville  hold 
their  fantastic  potluck  at  6pm.  Directions  and  info: 
617/666-2185  or  628-2643. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Craft  Market.  l2-5pm.  (See 
12/3) 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  Gay/Lesbian  Assn,  and  an¬ 
nual  auction,  6:30pm.  Info:  Barbara,  617/282-9262,  Den¬ 
nis,  617/436-0148. 

5  Monday 

Cambridge  □  The  Women’s  Theological  Center 
presents  What  is  Health?  Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99 
Brattle  St.  Sherrill  Hall,  Room  3A.  7-9pm.  (wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible,  sign  language  interp.)  $5-7.  Info:  617/277-1330. 

Boston  □  BLAB  with  new  friends  at  the  Bicycling  Les¬ 
bians  Around  Boston  potluck.  7pm.  Info:  Shannon, 
617/776-6442. 

Cambridge  □  Mary  Midgett,  author  of  “Brown  on 
Brown,  Black  Lesbian  Erotica"  leads  self-pleasuring 
workshop.  Sponsored  by  Niobi  Productions.  186 
Hampshire  St.  7pm.  $5.  Info:  617/661-7673.  (Also  12/%.? 

7  Wednesday 

Watertown  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 

sponsor  a  Games  Night  for  new  members.  7:30-l0:30pm. 
Info:  Andy  or  Paul,  617/926-7823. 

8  Thursday 

Boston  □  Quilting  Bee  for  The  NAMES  Project.  You 
don’t  have  to  sew,  just  come  and  be  a  part.  Arlington  St. 
Church,  351  Boylston  St.  6-9pm.  Info:  617/451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  Mary  Midgett  leads  sett-pleasuring 
workshop.  186  Hampshire  Sl  7pm.  $5.  (See  12/5  for 
info.) 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  Choosing  Children  support 
group.  The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9pm. 
(w/childcare).  Info:  617/354-8807. 

9  Friday 

Cambridge  □  Anne  Devlin,  a  film  about  the  role  of 
women  in  early  Irish  rebellions,  will  be  shown  at  MIT 


Boston  □  “Boston's  Other  Voice”  radio  program  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  With  host  Peter  Stickel.  12/4  Live 
call-in.  12/11  Jeff  Perotti  on  the  participation  of  gay  men  in 
sports.  WROR  98.5  FM.  1 1:30pm. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  fall  practice  every  Mon.  and 
Wed.,  6-8pm.  No  experience  necessary.  Info:  Mel 
617/536-4943,  message  617/932-5401. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  12/5,  Boundaries  in 
Dating.  12/12,  Women  and  Pornography.  The  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

T  uesday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  and  Marching  Band. 

No  auditions.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  Joe 
617/625-3304,  Zoe  617/396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  meetings 
open  to  the  public.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  ACT- 
UP/RI,  PO  Box  3156,  Wayland  Square  Station,  Pro¬ 
vidence,  Rl  02906.  Info:  Bill  617/782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community 
College.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/49-ACT-UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  12/6,  Rela¬ 
tionships:  Men  vs.  Women.  12/13,  Bisexuality  and  Family. 
The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  Free. 
Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap.  12/6,  What  do 
we  want,  now  that  we’re  older!  12/13,  Making  the  First 
Move.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it  Sister!’’  WMBR.  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Seif-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Brookline  □  Boston  Committee  Determined  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  meets.  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18  Williston  Rd. 
7pm.  Info:  617/661-0533. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group 
meets  for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  lovers,  friends,  wor¬ 
ried  well.  Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm. 
Info:  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Sana  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Boston’s  Healing  Circle 
Hotline  617/426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  12/9  Winter  Celebra¬ 
tion  w/surprise  guest.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8pm-midnight.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


Cambridge  □  Children:  They’re  Not  Just  for 
Heterosexuals  Anymore.  Exploring  Gay  Parenting  is 
the  group's  topic  for  discussion.  MIT  Walker 
Memorial  (on  Memorial  Drive).  8pm.  Info:  617/266-1 129. 


1 1  Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  annual  Holiday 
Concert.  Jordan  Hall,  New  England  Consevatory  of 
Music,  30  Gainsborough  St.,  Boston.  3pm.  (See  also 
12/13)  $18,  14,  9.  Post-concert  reception  at  Club  Cabaret 
for  $5.  Info:  617/536-2412,  617/720-3434. 


Somerville  □  Somerville/Medford/Arlington  Les¬ 
bian  Potluck  at  6pm.  Info  and  directions:  617/628-1808. 


Roxbury  □  Margaret  Cerullo  of  Mass  ACT-OUT  and 
others  speak  on  Running  for  Power  Socialists  and 
Electoral  Politics.  Community  College  room  121,  1234 
Columbus  Ave.  7pm.  $2.  Info:  617/534-3541. 


Cambridge  □  Women’s  Craft  Market.  l2-5pm.  See 
above  (12/3). 


1 0  Saturday 

Boston  □  Dance  Party  to  benefit  GCN  and  Radical 
America  at  the  Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center,  85  West 
Newton  St.  9pm-2am.  $6  advance,  $10  (sliding  scale) 
door.  Wheelchair  access.  Info:  GCN  617/426-4469  or 
426-0332. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  (a  club  for 
big  men  and  their  admirers)  holds  annual  December 
Holidays  Party  at  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.  8pm.  $6; 
$4/members.  Info:  Lenny,  617/825-3032;  Joe, 
617/926-5827. 

Boston  □  Holiday  party  for  Gay  Professional  Women 

at  the  Children's  Museum.  Cash  bar,  DJ,  dancing, 
catered.  8pm.  Info:  Donna,  617/585-6051  (after  8pm). 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Craft  Market.  1 1 -5pm.  See 

above  (12/3). 


Boston  □  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  annual  Holiday 
Concert.  (See  also  12/11  for  details.)  8pm. 

14  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  The  poet  Isaac  Jackson  speaks  on  Developing 
Black  Gay  Literature.  Dunster  House  (Cowperwaite 
St.).  7pm.  Info:  Vernon,  617/267-2092. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 

Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop  to 
collect  AIDS-nelated  experiences  and  stories  for  theater  music 
piece.  No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  offers 

Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all  ages  and 
abilities.  Wed.  eves..  Sat.  afternoons  in  the  South  End.  Info: 
617/574-9433. 


Cambridge  □  Benefit  party  for  Moving  Violations 
motorcycle  club.  Chem-free,  women  and  men,  dancing, 
refreshments.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  8- 1 2pm.  $5. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Alumnae  of  Wellesley  Col¬ 
lege  holds  first  gathering.  Cambridge  YWCA,  Central 
Square.  7:30-1 1  pm.  $5.  Info:  617/484-8527. 


Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  cable  program  with  Candace  Van 
Auken.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual  massage 
for  gay  and  bisexual  men  meets  at  551  Tremont  St.  12/3,  12/17. 
$12.  Info:  617/522-9164. 

Sunday 


1 3  T uesday 


Mary  Midgett,  author  of  Brown  on  Brown: 
Black  Lesbian  Erotica  leads  “self-pleasuring" 
workshop.  See  12/5,  12/8. 


Cambridge  □  Bi  Committee  Engaging  in  Politics 

(BICEP)  meeting.  Boylston  Hall  Room  2B,  Harvard  Yard. 
7:15pm.  Info:  617/734-9348. 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  HIV 

antibody  positive  support  group.  MCC  office,  720 
Mass  Ave.,  Central  Square.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/523-7664. 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian  Veterans 

holds  its  holiday  get-together.  Food/snack  contribution 
appreciated  (no  alcohol).  The  Piemonte  room,  Boston 
City  Hall  (enter  from  Congress  St.).  7-IOpm. 


14  Wednesday  □  Poet  Isaac  Jackson  reads  from  his 
work  and  discusses  the  development  of  Black  Gay 
male  literature.  Info:  617/267-2092. 


room  34-101,  50  Vassar  St.  7pm. 


Northampton  □  Leather  and  Lace  Posing  Party 

with  SHELIX,  a  Woman  to  Woman  S/M  support  group. 
Chem-free.  8pm.  Info:  415/584-7616. 


Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Boston's  Healing  Circle  Hotline, 
617/426-9205. 


Calendar  compiled  by 
Erik  Moore 
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Becket  Logan 


Gift  giving  can  often  be  a  demanding  experience... 


" Give  us  something 
outrageous  & 
unforgettable!” 


“Give  me  something 
brazen  &  bold.” 


“Give  us  something 
intense  &  personal.” 


“Give  us  something  sexy 
and  explicit .” 


“Give  us  something 
challenging  &  thought- 
provoking.  ” 


“Give  us  something 
political  &  proud.  ” 


SATISFY  THEM  ALL! 

Give  GCN  GIFT  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

to  everyone  on  your  holiday  shopping  list. 


Sign  me  up  for  a  subscription/ renewal  or  send  a  gift  sub  to: 

Name _ _ 

Address  _ _ — 

City _ State _ Zip 

Special  low  rate:  Gift  card  to  read:  _ 

□  I  year  $25  □  New  Sub  _ _ 

(reg.  $33)  □  Renewal  _ 


Send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

Name  _ 

Address  _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip 

Special  low  rates:  Gift  card  to  read:  _ 

□  I  year  $20  □  6  months  $10  _ 

(reg.  $33)  (reg.  $20)  _ 

Send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

Name  _ 

Address  _ _ 

City  _ State _ Zip 

Special  low  rates:  Gift  card  to  read:  _ 

□  I  year  $20  □  6  months  $10  _ 

(reg.  $33)  (reg.  $20)  _ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

OUTRAGEOUS,  UNFORGETTABLE, 
INTENSE,  PERSONAL,  PROVOCATIVE, 
GROUNDBREAKING,  BRAZEN,  BOLD, 
SEXY,  POLITICAL,  &  PROUD 

And  this  year,  it’s  easier  and  more  inexpensive  than  ever 
to  give  GCN  to  your  lover,  your  boss,  your  friends, 
your  mother,  your  heartthrob  —  anyone  whose 
demanding  standards  all  for  the  liveliest  and  most 
provoative  in  gay/lesbian  journalism.  Just  fill  out  the 
forms  here  or  on  page  4  and  we’ll  do  the  nest, 
including  sending  a  ard  to  each  person  you  sign  up  for 
a  sub.  At  up  to  60%  off  the  regular  rate  and  for  as 
little  as  $20  for  49  issues  of  the  premier  lesbian/gay 
weekly,  what  could  be  more  satisfying?! 


Send  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116 


